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SF  activists  block 
Golden  Gate 


Super-secret  planning  by  PWA  and  other  AIDS 
activists  leads  to  stunning  rush-hour  civil 
disobedience  on  fog-shrouded  bridge 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  daring  display 
of  civil  disobedience,  about  50  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  and  their  supporters  blocked 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  at  7:30  a.m.  Jan.  31 
to  draw  attention  to  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
The  ad  hoc  coalition  of  activists,  calling 
themselves  the  Golden  Gate  Chapter  of  Stop 
AIDS  Now  Or  Else,  cut  off  the  major  nor¬ 
thern  artery  to  the  city  for  nearly  two  hours 
before  police  arrested  25  protesters  and 
cleared  the  bridge. 

The  activists  hung  a  huge  banner  pro¬ 
claiming  “AIDS  =  C-ENOCIDE; 
SILENCE  =  DEATH;  FIGHT  BACK” 
across  the  Bridge  and  distributed  leaflets  ex¬ 
plaining  to  commuters  why  they  blockaded 
the  bridge.  The  leaflets  read  in  part:  ‘‘Many 
of  us  have  AIDS  or  AIDS  Related  Complex 


(ARC).  Many  of  us  have  tested  HIV 
positive.  We  are  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
see  our  community  being  devastated  by  the 
AIDS  epidemic.  We  are  straight  and  bisex¬ 
ual  people  who  are  involved  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS.  We  are  here  for  countless 
others  who  were  too  sick  to  come  and  for 
tens  of  thousands  around  the  world  who  are 
dead.  AIDS  has  been  forced  into  the  center 
of  all  our  lives.  We  are  here  —  each  one  of  us 
—  as  people  living  with  AIDS.” 

The  demonstrators  also  offered  com¬ 
muters  buttons  that  said  “I  stopped  on  the 
bridge  to  stop  AIDS.”  The  demonstration, 
which  was  kept  a  secret  during  the  months 
of  planning,  was  aided  by  fog,  which  made 
it  difficult  for  the  arresting  San  Francisco 

Continued  on  page  3 


Stop  AIDS  Now  Or  Else  coalition  banner  across  Golden  Gate  bridge  Feb.  I 

Lesbian  bashed  at 
NYC  hospital 

Lover  of  raped  woman  seeking  treatment  dragged  out 
and  beaten  by  security  guards 


By  Rachel  Lurie 

NEW  YORK  —  Following  the  beating  by 
three  hospital  security  guards  of  the  lesbian 
lover  of  a  woman  hospitalized  after  being 
raped,  New  York’s  gay  community  is  up  in 
arms  and  hospital  spokespeople  have  refus¬ 
ed  to  speak  publicly  about  the  incident  (See 
related  story,  page  3.) 

On  Nov.  16,  Joy  DeVincenzo  was  violent¬ 
ly  removed  from  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in 
the  heart  of  Greenwich  Village  just  before 
her  lover,  Amy,  was  released  from  the  hos¬ 
pital.  According  to  witnesses,  DeVincenzo 
was  then  beaten  and  handcuffed  by  first  two 
and  then  a  third  hospital  security  guard  who 
called  her  a  “fucking  dyke”  and  other  hate 


names. 

When  police,  who  had  been  called  by  on¬ 
lookers  finally  arrived  on  the  scene,  they 
spoke  only  to  the  guards  and  hauled 
DeVincenzo  off  to  the  Sixth  Precinct,  where 
she  was  charged  with  misdemeanor  assault. 
The  couple’s  ordeal  was  then  lengthened  by 
the  three  hours  DeVincenzo  had  to  spend  at 
the  police  station. 

But  the  couple  charges  that  the  attack 
came  after  a  grueling  evening  in  the 
hospital’s  emergency  room,  where  DeVin¬ 
cenzo  was  forbidden  from  accompanying 
Amy  for  her  examination  and  adequate  care 

Continued  on  page  3 


‘Risin’ 

to  the  love  we  all  need’: 

a  tribute  to 
Joseph  Beam 


City  officials  drain 
Beantown  baths 

Club  297  closed  for  code  violations  as  controversy  erupts 


By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  City  health  officials  Jan.  26 
closed  Club  297,  the  city’s  lone  remaining 
bathhouse,  citing  violations  of  safety  and 
sanitation  codes. 

According  to  George  Lamb,  Boston’s 
Deputy  Commissioner  of  Health  and 
Hospitals,  city  inspectors  found  dirty 
bathrooms,  unlit  exit  signs,  a  lack  of  fire  ex¬ 
its  and  food  and  beverages  being  served 
without  a  license.  Lamb  told  GCN  the 
bathhouse,  located  at  297  Franklin  Street  in 
Boston’s  financial  district,  was  closed 
because  of  code  violations  and  not  because 
of  reports  of  unsafe  sexual  activity. 

Lamb  said  the  city  acted  on  two  com¬ 
plaints  received  from  patrons  alleging  that 
the  club  was  unsanitary  and  that  unsafe  sex 
was  often  practiced  there.  Admitting  he  did 
not  know  Boston  had  a  bathhouse  before 
this  incident,  Lamb  said  he  would  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  Board  of  Health  that  the  club  be 
reopened  once  health  codes  are  met  and 
monitors  are  hired  to  ensure  that  safe  sex  is 
practiced.  He  said,  however,  that  to  bring 
the  club  up  to  code  would  be  so  expensive  he 
did  not  think  the  club  would  ever  reopen. 


When  asked  why  the  club  was  not  issued  a 
warning  before  it  was  closed.  Lamb  said  the 
conditions  warranted  immediate  closure. 

Reactions  to  the  closing  in  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  were  mixed.  French  Wall, 
editor  of  The  Guide  to  the  Gay  Northeast, 
blasted  the  city.  “It’s  clearly  homophobic. 
What  really  concerns  the  city  is  that  gay  sex 
might  be  going  on.  But  there  is  sex  going  on 
at  the  Westin  Hotel  and  they  certainly  are 
not  going  to  close  that.  Once  again  it  focuses 
people  on  isolation,  regulation  and  quaran¬ 
tine  [as  a  response  to  AIDS]  rather  than  on 
treatment,  care  and  education.  If  they  ge¬ 
nuinely  care  about  health  code  violations 
and  the  gay  men  at  the  bathhouse,  they 
would  have  given  the  owners  a  chance  to 
rectify  the  situation.” 

Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  said  “This  is  not  necessarily  the 
first  move  in  a  city  attack  on  gay  male  sex¬ 
uality.  Homophobia  has  much  to  do  with  it 
but  I  don’t  think  it’s  an  opening  salvo.... 
The  city  is  trying  to  say  AIDS  has  nothing  to 

Continued  on  page  7 


Thompson  to  see 
Kowalski! 


By  jennie  McKnight 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  In  a  late-break¬ 
ing  story,  GCN  has  learned  that  Karen 
Thompson  will  visit  her  disabled  lover, 
Sharon  Kowalski,  whom  she  has  been 
prevented  from  seeing  for  over  three  and 
a  half  years.  According  to  Caroline  Foty 
of  the  National  Committee  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski,  one  of  the  doctors  on 
the  court-appointed  medical  team  charg¬ 
ed  with  evaluating  Kowalski  contacted 


Thompson  Feb.  1  and  told  her  Kowalski 
had  asked  to  see  her. 

At  press  time,  Thompson  was  on  her 
way  from  her  home  in  St.  Cloud,  Minn., 
to  Duluth,  where  Kowalski  is  in  a  rehab¬ 
ilitation  hospital.  Weather  conditions  in 
Minnesota  made  it  unclear  exactly  when 
the  women  would  meet.  Look  for  a 
report  in  next  week’s  GCN.  □ 


Sharon  Farmer 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  think  the  church  has  been  as  in¬ 
clusive  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  as  it  might 
have  been.” 

—  Rev.  Barbara  C.  Harris,  at  a  press 
conference  the  day  after  she  became  the  first 
woman  to  receive  formal  approval  for  con¬ 
secration  as  a  bishop  in  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  addition  to  pushing  for  more 
outreach  to  gay  men  and  lesbians,  Harris 
also  called  for  more  widespread  ordination 
of  women  as  priests  and  bishops,  according 
to  the  Boston  Globe.  The  Chicago  Tribune 
reported  that  “Harris,  a  divorced  black  ac¬ 
tivist  in  human  rights  causes,  ”  was  forced  to 
get  an  unlisted  phone  number  after  she  was 
elected  bishop  because  she  received  death 
threats. 

Nynex  to  list  les/gay 
groups 

NEW  YORK  —  Just  days  after  the  New 
York  City  Human  Rights  Commission  an¬ 
nounced  its  intention  to  proceed  with  a 
public  hearing  against  Nynex,  the  Yellow 
Pages  publisher  for  New  York  and  New 
England,  the  company  agreed  to  restructure 
the  sub-headings  in  the  directories  to  include 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations.  Nynex’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  list  the  organizations  comes  eight 
months  after  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  filed  suit  against  Nynex  on 
behalf  of  three  New  York  groups  who  were 
refused  inclusion  in  the  directory. 

The  original  request  for  a  gay-specific 
heading  was  made  by  Heritage  of  Pride,  the 
organizers  of  New  York’s  annual  gay  pride 
march  and  rally.  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  (GLAAD), 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  and  Lambda  also  requested  a 
separate  heading  for  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
According  to  Lambda,  the  groups  argued 
that  “logic,  convenience  and  the  invisibility 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  mandated 
a  separate  heading.”  When  all  requests  were 
denied,  the  groups  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
city  Human  Rights  Commission  claiming 
that  the  denials  were  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation. 

Lambda  Legal  Director  Paula  Ettelbrick 
said  of  the  decision,  “Since  the  Yellow 
Pages  directory  is  the  major  source  of  infor¬ 
mation  in  any  community,  this  sets  a  signifi¬ 
cant  precedent  for  groups  everywhere  to  de¬ 
mand  that  our  organizations  be  distinguish¬ 
ed  under  a  separate  heading  in  the  same 
manner  that  other  groups  and  businesses  are 
accommodated.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Welfare  activists 
acquitted 

BOSTON  —  Eleven  of  the  20  protesters 
arrested  after  sitting  in  at  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis’  office  March  7,  1988  were  acquit¬ 
ted  of  trespassing  charges  by  a  jury  Jan.  30. 
The  demonstrators  focused  public  attention 
on  the  state’s  inadequate  support  for  poor 
families. 

Of  the  other  protesters  arrested,  six  did 
not  contest  the  charges,  two  had  their  cases 
continued  without  a  finding,  and  one 
defaulted,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

LA  boylovers  battle 

dwindling 

participation 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Southern 
California  chapter  of  North  American  Man 
Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  reports  a 
critical  shortage  of  participation.  Two  re¬ 
cent  meetings  were  held  to  determine 
“whether  and  how  the  group  can  continue 
to  carry  on  its  role  as  Southern  California’s 
only  advocacy  and  support  group  for 
boylovers  and  young  people’s  sexual  libera¬ 
tion,”  according  to  NAMBLA’s  January 
newsletter. 

The  Southern  California  chapter  holds 
regular  meetings,  publishes  a  monthly 
newsletter  and  maintains  a  post  office  box, 
message  telephone  and  library.  The  January 
newsletter  explains  that  although  the 
chapter  always  depends  on  a  small  group  of 
volunteers,  the  most  recent  NAMBLA 


meeting  was  attended  by  only  three  people. 

Daniel  Tsang,  a  Los  Angeles  NAMBLA 
activist,  told  GCN  that  the  chapter  “has 
always  had  trouble  getting  people  involved. 
It’s  very  conservative  here.”  He  added  that 
the  decision  of  one  of  the  group’s  key  ac¬ 
tivists  to  quit  the  group  was  a  major  blow  to 
NAMBLA  of  Southern  California.  It  is  still 
unclear  whether  the  group  will  continue, 
said  Tsang. 

NAMBLA  can  be  contacted  at  (213) 
281-7103  or  write  P.O.  Box  48772  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90048. 

□  Chris  Bull 

Boston  station  to 
hold  annual  AIDS 
radiothon 

BOSTON  —  Local  radio  station  WZLX 
will  hold  its  annual  “Aim  for  the  Heart” 
fundraiser  to  benefit  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  Valentine’s  Day 
weekend,  Feb.  12-14.  The  radiothon,  which 
will  take  place  in  Faneuil  Hall,  will  include 
educational  programming,  celebrity  inter¬ 
views,  an  auction,  and  other  events  and  pro¬ 
gramming. 

Last  year’s  event,  which  lasted  17  hours, 
involved  over  200  volunteers  and  raised  over 
$85,000  for  AAC.  WZLX  (100.7-FM) 
organizers  of  the  radiothon  say  they  hope 
this  year’s  benefit  will  not  only  raise  more 
money  for  people  living  with  AIDS,  but  also 
heighten  community  awareness  about  AIDS 
issues. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Norway  backs 
lesbian 

OSLO,  Norway  —  The  Norwegian 
government  has  granted  an  annual  pension 
of  $13,000  to  Kim  Friele,  a  lesbian  leader  in 
the  country.  According  to  Hag  Rag,  the 
government  gives  subsidies  to  prominent  in¬ 
dividuals  to  allow  them  to  pursue  their 
scientific  or  cultural  activities  without  wor¬ 
rying  about  making  a  living.  Friele,  one  of 
55  Norwegians  to  receive  such  support,  said 
her  government  sees  “gay  and  lesbian  eman¬ 
cipation  as  a  political  issue  and  not  only  a 
private  and  personal  one.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  les/gay 
group  reinvigorated 

BOSTON  —  At  their  first  1989  meeting, 
over  50  members  of  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA)  re¬ 
elected  Don  Gorton  as  chair  and  changed 
the  group’s  schedule  from  quarterly  to  mon¬ 
thly  meetings.  “This  is  the  first  step  toward 
re-empowering  the  membership,”  said  Gor¬ 
ton,  who  called  himself  “one  happy  guy.” 

In  an  attempt  to  build  a  stronger 
grassroots  base  by  having  more  frequent 
meetings,  GBLGPA  shall  now  meet  on  the 
second  Monday  of  every  month,  starting 
Feb.  13.  The  group  agreed  to  undertake 
more  energetic  and  focused  activism  after  a 
passionate  airing  of  grievances  at  its 
December  meeting. 

According  to  Gorton,  the  Jan.  9  meeting 
represented  “part  of  the  process  of  con¬ 
solidation”  of  the  group,  which  has  pro¬ 
moted  lesbian,  bisexual,  and  gay  rights  for 
six  years.  While  admitting  that  the  group 
has  not  always  functioned  smoothly,  some 
GBLGPA  members  have  recently  assailed 
the  gay  media  for  concentrating  on  the 
group’s  divisions  instead  of  its  contribu¬ 
tions. 

Nevertheless,  GBLGPA’s  chair  says  he  is 
optimistic  both  about  advancing  the 
Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill 
and  influencing  electoral  politics  in  the  city. 
Said  Gorton,  “Politics  is  dirty.  We  all  know 
that.  I  just  wish  that  the  attacks  would  come 
from  the  homophobes.” 

□  Joe  Cice 
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No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 
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76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

presents 


LIVING  WELL 

series 


Presentations  to  enhance  our  lives  in  the  era  of  AIDS. 


Weekly  workshops  will  be  offered  on  various  aspects  of  living  with  HIV. 
All  are  welcome,  though  certain  presentations  will  be 
more  relevant  to  those  with  HIV  infection. 


Sex  &  Intimacy 
Condom  Sense 
Legal  Aspects  of  HIV 
Nutrition  &  HIV 
Sex  &  Intimacy 

6  -  8  pm  Admission  is  free 

Call  Paul,  Robb  or  Neil 


Tuesday,  February  7 
Tuesday,  February  14 
Tuesday,  February  21 
Tuesday,  February  28 
Tuesday,  March  7 

FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  Floor 

267-0900  to  pre-register. 


Fens  murder  under 
investigation 

Police  say  killing  motivated  by  robbery 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  The  death  of  a  30-year  old 
gay  Guatemalan  man  found  unconscious  in 
Boston’s  Fens  —  a  well-known  cruising  area 
for  gay  men  —  has  been  classified  as  a 
homocide  by  Boston  police.  Sheila  Spotts- 
wood  of  the  Medical  Examiner’s  office 
determined  that  the  death  of  Luis  Velasquez 
was  caused  by  a  “skull  fracture  and  brain 
contusion  due  to  blunt  force  injury  to  [the] 
head.” 

Suffolk  County  District  Attorney’s  Of¬ 
fice  spokesman  Dave  Rodman  told  GCN 
that  there  are  several  known  witnesses  who 
alerted  police  after  the  Jan.  21  attack,  but 
that  whether  the  murder  was  motivated  by 
racism  or  homophobia  has  not  been  deter¬ 
mined.  Joyce  Collier  of  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center’s  Victim  Recovery 
Program  said  of  the  murder,  “We  may 
never  know  whether  it  was  anti-gay 
motivated  or  not.  But  it’s  encouraging  to 
know  they’re  investigating  the  murder.” 

Police  said  they  were  alerted  by  witnesses 
who  found  Velasquez  unconscious  near  the 
Boylston  Street  Bridge  at  approximately 
3:00  a.m.,  Jan.  21.  Police  said  Velasquez 
was  found  lying  on  his  back  with  his  “feet 
facing  out  toward  Boylston  Street  as  though 
he  was  coming  in  [to  the  Fens].”  They  added 
that  Velasquez  was  found  without  money  or 
the  keys  to  his  apartment.  As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  the  investigation  into  Velasquez’ 
death  is  being  treated  as  a  robbery- 
motivated  murder,  according  to  sources 
within  the  Boston  Police  Department. 

After  he  was  found,  Velasquez  was  taken 
to  Beth  Israel  Hospital  nearby  where, 
because  officials  were  unable  to  identify 
him,  he  was  admitted  as  “John  Doe.” 

Bridge 

Continued  from  page  I 

police  and  state  Highway  Patrol  officers 
to  see  what  was  going  on.  The  action 
included  many  members  of  ACT  UP/San 
Francisco,  but  was  not  officially  sponsored 
by  the  group  because  its  weekly  meetings  are 
open  to  the  public  and  secrecy  could  not  be 
maintained,  according  to  ACT  UP  member 
Terry  Beswick. 

Risking  being  hit  by  oncoming  traffic,  the 
activists  stopped  cars  at  the  center  span  of 
the  bridge,  causing  thousands  of  commuters 
long  delays  getting  to  work.  According  to 
Jim  Denison,  one  of  those  arrested,  many 
drivers  were  furious  at  the  traffic  jam  caused 
by  the  demonstration.  Stop  AIDS  Now  Or 
Else  offered  this  rebuttal:  “We  have  waited 
patiently  for  years  for  institutions  to  take 
action.  We  can  no  longer  allow  society  to 
continue  functioning  normally  while  we  face 
annihilation.  We  know  that  the  commuters 
on  the  bridge  today  feel  they  do  not  deserve 
this  disruption  of  their  lives.  We  feel  that  we 


Velasquez’  roommate,  Verny  Samayoa, 
told  GCN  he  contacted  police  Jan.  22 
because  he  hadn’t  seen  or  heard  from  Velas¬ 
quez.  Samayoa  did  not  receive  any  informa¬ 
tion  on  his  roommate’s  whereabouts, 
however,  until  Jan.  24  when  he  was  called  to 
identify  the  body. 

Margaret  Stark,  public  relations  associate 
for  Beth  Israel  Hospital  —  where  Velasquez 
stayed  for  at  least  three  days  before  he  died 
—  told  GCN  that  Velasquez  was  admitted  to 
the  hospital  in  “critical  condition  ...  with 
severe  head  injuries”  and  that  he  was  ex¬ 
amined  by  a  general  surgeon.  But  Stark  said 
she  was  not  allowed  to  comment  on  whether 
Velasquez  underwent  surgery,  was  put  on  a 
life  support  system,  or  whether  Velasquez 
regained  consciousness  while  he  was  in  the 
hospital. 

Samayoa  told  GCN  that  his  roommate 
did  not  carry  identification,  but  that  he  pro¬ 
bably  had  money  when  he  left  home  Friday 
night,  Jan.  20.  Samayoa  explained  that 
Velasquez’  wallet  with  identification  had 
been  lost  or  stolen  recently,  and  that  “his 
passport  was  too  big  to  carry  around.” 
Sources  close  to  the  case  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified  believe  Velasquez  was  carrying  at 
least  $100  from  his  recently  cashed 
paycheck. 

A  Boston  Police  spokesperson  told  GCN 
that  although  Samayoa  contacted  the 
department’s  missing  persons  division,  his 
“description  of  the  clothing  didn’t  fit” 
those  on  Velasquez  when  he  was  found.  In¬ 
vestigators  trying  to  identify  Velasquez  did 
not  think  he  was  the  person  Samayoa 
reported  missing,  according  to  the 
source.  □ 

do  not  either.” 

Terry  Sutton,  a  PWA  who  was  also  ar¬ 
rested,  told  GCN  “I’m  sorry  some  people 
were  late  for  work,  but  I  live  with  AIDS 
everyday,  I  receive  transfusions  everyday. 
We  need  society  and  the  government  to  do 
something  about  it.  Nothing  happens  in  a 
vacuum.  The  American  people  who  ignore 
AIDS  are  morally  responsible  for  genocide 
being  waged  against  us.” 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Art  Agnos  also 
spoke  out  against  the  protest.  The  mayor 
said  that  although  he  is  sympathetic  to  the 
cause  of  PWAs,  the  activists  “picked  the 
wrong  target.  The  people  on  the  bridge  are 
as  supportive  of  the  issue  as  people 
anywhere  in  the  U.S.” 

Scott  Schaefer,  Agnos’  spokesperson  for 
lesbian  and  gay  concerns,  told  GCN  more 
appropriate  targets  are  federal  government 
agencies  such  as  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration.  He  said  San  Francisco 
represents  a  “model”  response  to  AIDS. 

Continued  on  page  6 


BOSTON  —  ACT  UP/Boston  demonstrated  in  front  of  the  JFK  Federal  Building  in  Government 
Center,  Jan.  26,  to  protest  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration’s  (FDA)  lengthy  testing  requirements 
for  Gancydovir,  commonly  referred  to  as  DHPG  —  a  drug  widely  believed  to  prevent  blindness  in 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  According  to  ACT  UP/Boston  and  the  Syntex  Corporation  of  California 
that  manufactures  DHPG,  the  drug  is  effective  in  fighting  Cytomegalovirus  (CMV),  a  common  virus 
which,  for  PWAs,  can  cause  CMV  retinitis  —  a  condition  which  can  lead  to  blindness  within  weeks. 

Recently,  the  FDA  disallowed  Syntex  from  providing  the  drug  on  a  "compassionate  use"  basis  —  an 
informal  practice  whereby  companies  donate  experimental  drugs  to  be  prescribed  at  the  individual  doc¬ 
tor's  discretion.  Presently,  DHPG  is  only  available  through  FDA  approved  treatment  protocols.  (See 
GCN  Jan.  22,  1989.) 

□  Judy  Harris 


Vincent's  Hospital  emergency  room  as  a  security  guard  attempts  to 
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AIDS  activists  kiss-in  at  St. 
establish  order 


ACT  UP/NY  kisses-in  at 
emergency  room 

Group  protests  anti-gay  incidents  at  St.  Vincent’s 


By  Andrew  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  Overcrowded  emergency 
rooms  are  a  way  of  life  in  New  York  City 
hospitals,  but  it  was  the  waiting  room  at  St. 
Vincent’s  Hospital  in  Greenwich  Village 
that  was  filled  to  capacity  late  on  the  night 
of  Jan.  30.  Nearly  100  ACT  UP/New  York 
members  packed  the  emergency  room’s 
waiting  area  and  staged  a  kiss-in,  while 
about  150  supporters  maintained  a  silent 
vigil  just  outside  the  doors  on  Seventh 
Avenue  South.  The  demonstrators,  who 
had  come  directly  from  the  weekly  Monday 
night  ACT  UP  meeting  at  the  nearby  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  said  they 
were  protesting  two  incidents  of  harassment 
and  abuse  of  lesbian  and  gay  patients  and 
their  lovers  by  hospital  security  guards. 

The  first  incident  involves  the  alleged 
physical  and  anti-lesbian  verbal  assault  of 
Joy  DiVincenzo  and  her  lover,  a  woman 
who  was  treated  at  St.  Vincent’s  after  being 
raped.  (See  story,  page  1.)  The  second  in¬ 
cident  involves  two  gay  men,  one  of  whom 
has  AIDS  and  was  being  physically  support¬ 
ed  by  his  lover  after  being  released  from  the 
emergency  room.  A  hospital  security  guard 
called  the  men  “motherfucking  faggots” 
and  told  them  to  ‘  ‘get  the  fuck  out  of  here  or 
I’ll  beat  the  shit  out  of  you,”  according  to 
the  Village  Voice,  which  first  reported  both 
incidents. 

“What  are  you  hiding  from,  it’s  just  a  lot 
of  gays  and  lesbians  kissing,”  one  kiss-in 
participant  shouted  at  a  security  guard  who 
tried  to  close  the  curtains  on  the  windows  of 
the  waiting  room  which  face  out  onto  the 
street.  The  curtains  were  then  torn  down  by 
other  demonstrators. 

The  hospital  security  guards  on  duty 
seemed  baffled  and  unnerved  by  the  demon¬ 
stration,  and  called  the  Sixth  Precinct, 
which  sent  10  officers  to  the  hospital  about 
15  minutes  later.  Rather  than  arresting  the 
demonstrators,  the  police  chose  to  try  to  de- 
escalate  the  situation,  and  empty  the  waiting 
room,  by  negotiating  a  meeting  between 
ACT  UP  reps  and  a  hospital  administrator. 

The  demonstrators  agreed  to  move  the 
kiss-in  outside  after  Jonathan  Memmert, 
the  hospital’s  evening  administrator,  agreed 
to  meet  with  three  representatives  of  ACT 
UP.  Gregg  Bordowitz,  Neil  Broome,  and 
Gerri  Wells  presented  a  reluctant  Memmert 
with  ACT  UP’s  demands  of  St.  Vincent’s. 

NYC  hospital 

Continued  from  page  I 

was  put  off  for  hours.  DeVincenzo,  43,  said 
that  hostility  towards  her  was  expressed  by 
nearly  all  hospital  workers  who  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  her  —  including  those  in  the  Rape 
Crisis  Program. 

“They  questioned  my  right  to  be  there,” 
DeVincenzo  told  GCN.  “They  kept  giving 
me  dirty  looks  the  whole  time.” 

When  DeVincenzo  first  arrived  at  the  hos¬ 
pital,  security  guards  did  not  allow  her  into 
the  emergency  room  until  after  a  woman 
police  officer  insisted  that  she  be  allowed  in. 
DeVincenzo  said  she  then  spent  the  evening 
arguing  with  nurses  who  held  off  treatment 
for  four  hours. 

“[Amy]  had  been  in  a  room,  hysterically 
crying,  for  four  hours  and  no  one  went  in,” 
DeVincenzo  said,  explaining  that  her  many 
pleas  for  a  doctor  and  other  attention  went 
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They  included  the  dismissal  of  the  security 
guards  allegedly  involved  in  the  incidents; 
sensitivity  training  on  gay  and  lesbian  issues 
for  hospital  staff;  and  a  public  statement 
condemning  anti-gay  and  lesbian  bias. 
Memmert  had  earlier  told  demonstrators 
that  they  were  reacting  to  a  “misunderstan¬ 
ding,”  and  asked  police  to  “get  them  out  of 
here.”  The  three  ACT  UP  reps  left  the 
hospital  with  a  promise  from  Memmert  that 
a  member  of  the  hospital’s  administration 
would  contact  ACT  UP  by  phone  the  next 
day  to  arrange  a  town  meeting  between 
hospital  representatives  and  community 
members. 

According  to  Wells,  phone  calls  on  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  from  Peter  Ghiorse, 
vice  president  of  external  affairs  for  the 
hospital,  resulted  in  an  offer  for  a  meeting 
between  hospital  administrators  and  a 
group  of  10  representatives  from  various 
community  organizations,  including  ACT 
UP.  Wells  told  GC/Vthat  Ghiorse  expressed 
interest  in  the  idea  of  sensitivity  training  for 
hospital  employees,  and  promised  to  make  a 
statement  condemning  anti-gay  and  lesbian 
violence  within  a  few  days.  Ghiorse  did  not 
return  GCN’s  phone  calls. 

Hospital  spokepeople  have  continued  to 
refuse  to  comment  on  either  of  the  reported 
attacks.  Barbara  Franzese,  in  St.  Vincent’s 
public  relations  office,  said  that  a  comment 
was  impossible  because  of  “the  incidents’ 
status  as  pending  court  cases,”  but  added 
that  the  “hospital  was  sensitive  to  some  of 
the  concerns  of  those  present  at  the  demon¬ 
stration”  Monday  night. 

Demonstrators  said  they  were  especially 
disturbed  about  the  bias  reports  because  St. 
Vincent’s  has  long  served  the  gay  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  Village  and  Chelsea,  and  currently 
has  a  large  AIDS  case  load.  Maria  Maggen- 
ti,  one  of  the  initiators  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tion,  told  GCN  “it’s  alarming  to  find  the 
same  level  of  ignorance  and  bigotry  as  we 
find  everywhere  else  in  the  midst  of  one  of 
the  safest  places  in  the  city  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.”  This  was  the  second  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  St.  Vincent’s  in  as  many  weeks.  The 
first,  on  Jan.  13,  was  called  by  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation  in 
reaction  to  initial  reports  of  the  incident  in¬ 
volving  DiVincenzo  and  her  lover.  □ 

ignored  by  the  nurses.  When  the  doctor 
finally  did  arrive,  he  made  DeVincenzo 
leave  the  room,  against  Amy’s  wishes. 

According  to  Amy,  who  is  21  and  wishes 
not  to  have  her  last  name  printed,  while  she 
was  waiting  for  treatment,  she  was  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  wash  even  though  she  had  excre¬ 
ment  on  her  face  and  body.  When,  after  the 
exam,  she  was  allowed  to  wash,  she  and 
DeVincenzo  were  not  given  any  privacy. 

The  couple  claims  that  treatment  from  the 
counselor  in  the  Rape  Crisis  Program,  Pat 
Eng,  was  far  from  supportive  and  that  Eng 
acted  as  if  there  was  a  need  to  keep  DeVin¬ 
cenzo  away  from  Amy. 

“We’re  taught  that  we  deserve  to  get 
treated  this  way,”  DeVincenzo  said.  “I’m 
not  allowed  to  get  angry  when  my  lover  was 
raped  and  then  left  for  four  hours!” 

When  the  tests  and  exam  were  finally 
over,  DeVincenzo  said  she  tried  to  hold 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials''  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ("indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


GCN  announces  50K 
fundraising  drive!! 

On  January  29,  GCN  Sustainers  (our  donors  who 
contribute  $120  or  more  per  year)  heard  a  surprise 
announcement  at  our  annual  Sustainer  Dinner: 
GCN  had  several  weeks  earlier  embarked  on  a 
grand  fundraising  drive  to  raise  $50,000  by  May  I , 
1989.  GCN's  Board  President  Catharine  Reid  pro¬ 
vided  details  of  the  plan,  revealing  that  a  small 
group  of  GCN  donors  had  already  challenged  GCN 
with  a  pledge  to  contribute  $25,000  if  GCN  raises 
the  other  $25,000  in  the  next  three  months.  The 
funds  will  be  used  in  an  ambitious  effort  to  increase 
GCN's  readership  40  percent  by  the  end  of  1989. 
We  hope  this  will  put  GCN  on  solid  financial 
footing  for  the  years  to  come. 

At  our  Dinner,  Sustainers  were  thanked  by  Sus¬ 
tainer  Committee  member  Gordon  Gottlieb  for 
providing  funds  for  staff  health  insurance  in  1988. 
Coordinating  Editor  Marc  Stein  announced  that  this 
year's  Sustainer  Program  will  fund  expenses  associa¬ 
ted  with  our  featured  supplements.  From  monthly 
book  reviews  to  issues  focused  on  such  topics  as 
health,  erotica,  leather  and  music,  GCN  sup¬ 
plements  will  be  brought  to  you  this  year  by  our 
sustainers. 

If  you  are  interested  in  contributing  to  our  fund¬ 
raising  drive,  or  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  Sus¬ 
tainer,  please  contact  Marc  Stein  at  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Joan  Nestle  Benefit 

When's  the  last  time  you  had  a  chance  to  spend 
an  intimate  evening  with  a  woman  like  Joan  Nestle! 
Well,  now’s  your  chance.  GCN  and  the  Boston 
University  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance  present  "An  Even¬ 
ing  with  Joan  Nestle"  on  Friday,  February  10, 
8:00pm.  The  author  of  A  Restricted  Country 
and  co-founder  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 
Joan  has  a  reputation  as  a  fabulous  speaker.  Loca¬ 
tion:  B.U.  Law  School  Auditorium,  765  Common¬ 
wealth  Ave.  (behind  Marsh  Chapel  and  755  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.),  Boston.  Admission:  $6-10  sliding 
scale.  Wheelchair  accessible  and  sign  language  inter¬ 
preted.  Info:  617/426-4469,  tty  617/426-0332. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Keith  Donahue  and  dignity 

Dear  GCN: 

Keith  died  at  3:00  p.m.  without  pain, 
without  drugs,  and  in  a  perfect,  peaceful, 
beautiful  environment.  For  the  last  two  days 
of  his  life  he  refused  all  medications. 
“Keith,  are  you  in  pain?”  we  kept  asking 
him  constantly.  He  moved  his  head  from 
right  to  left  slowly.  “No,  No.”  He  was  tell¬ 
ing  us  “I  am  fine.  I  am  O.K.”  Without  mor¬ 
phine  pumping  through  his  body  he  was 
fine.  Keith  was  flying  and  he  didn’t  need 
anything. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  about  his  self- 
respect,  and  pay  homage  to  his  courage  and 
dignity. 

Keith  challenged  the  medical  world  by 
saying  “I  want  to  be  partners  with  you  (Doc) 
or  (dear  Doctor).  It  is  hard  to  take.  I  want  to 
choose  which  treatment  I  want.”  This  is  a 
plea  for  better  relations,  and  to  achieve  that 
type  of  communication,  we  have  to  have  ac¬ 
cess,  or  we  have  to  create  it  if  it  doesn’t  exist. 
We  need  a  medical  network  with  computer 
access  to  data,  so  we  can  have  the  choices 
and  stop  being  non-informed  PWAs  (People 
with  AIDS)  and  non-informed  doctors. 
AIDS  in  this  town  has  existed  for  some  years 
now.  The  time  has  come  for  changes,  don’t 


you  think? 

Keith’s  dignity  made  him  want  to  be  in¬ 
formed;  to  be  grand  enough;  to  be  proud. 
All  of  that  made  the  whole  difference  in  the 
world.  The  Provincetown  Positive  PWA 
Coalition,  of  which  Keith  served  as  its  first 
president,  can  be  more  than  proud  of  the  ex¬ 
amples,  and  the  standards,  he  set  for 
himself,  and  for  PWAs. 

To  be  informed  is  to  have  the  chance  to 
make  yourself  comfortable  until  your  last 
moment.  I  am  talking  about  a  mental 
achievement  that  sets  you  free...  Flying  like 
Keith...  that  should  be  the  real  “NO 
DRUGS”  campaign...  Flying  like  Keith... 

When  Keith  took  on  the  Presidency  of  the 
P-Town  Positive  PWA  Coalition,  the  group 
decided  that  Marion  (Roth)  would  speak  for 
the  group.  Why  am  I  telling  you  this?  Be¬ 
cause  life  for  Keith  was  painting,  then,  he 
lost  one  eye.  Life  for  Keith  was  talking; 
then,  he  could  not.  And,  despite  all  this,  not 
only  did  he  want  to  help;  he  took  charge! 
When  he  went  to  New  York  with  the  help  of 
Rita  and  friends,  including  the  late  Dr. 
Barry  Binkowitz,  he  was  the  first,  once 
again,  to  bring  Pentamadine  to  town.  That 
was  not  so  long  ago.  And  how  about  Dex- 
tran  Sulfate,  AL-721.  The  list  is  so  long.... 

When  Jim  David  told  me  the  list  of  his 
treatments  at  the  Coalition  dinner  at  Front 
Street  Restaurant  I  saw  Keith’s  signature  all 
over  them. 

Thanks  Keith,  I  love  you. 

In  closing,  Keith  has  a  mission  wherever 
he  is.  It  is  to  find  a  cure.  After  what  he  did 
here,  he  can  do  it! 

Go  Keith!  Go  Keith!  GO! 

We  won’t  let  you  down. 

Please,  Please.  BE  TESTED.  GO  TO 
MEETINGS.  AND  LOVE  YOURSELF. 

That  is  what  Keith  wants  you  to  do. 

_  Christiane  Laurin 

Provincetown,  Mass. 

Courage  against  Appalachian 
killer 

Dear  GCN : 

I  want  to  thank  GCN  for  the  excellent 
news  coverage  of  the  “Appalachian  Trail 
Killer”  [GCN,  Aug.  7-13,  1988J.  Without 
your  coverage,  I  would  not  have  known  of 
this  tragedy  which  befell  an  old  friend  of 
mine,  Claudia  Brenner,  nor  learned  of  her 
courage,  determination  and  eloquence  in 
the  face  of  such  adversity. 

Please  mention  again  that  donations  for 
Claudia’s  medical  and  legal  expenses  may  be 
sent  to  the  Claudia  Brenner  Fund,  care  of 
Family  and  Children  Services  of  New  York, 
204  North  Cayuga  Street,  Ithaca,  NY  14850. 

Sincerely, 
Stewart  Landers 
Newburyport,  Mass. 

Violence  is  more  than  women- 
hating 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  get  two  things  off  my 
chest. 

First,  I  too  am  saddened  at  the  tragic 
deaths  of  Susan  Galvin  and  Martha  Alsup, 
but  I  do  not  feel  that  Elaine  Schear’s  feelings 
[see  GCN,  Dec.  18-24,  1988),  very  heartfelt 
though  they  be,  can  be  a  universal  senti¬ 
ment.  [In  referring  to  Galvin  and  Alsup’s 
killer,)  the  word  woman-hating  is  totally 
stressed,  when  the  victims  could  just  have 
easily  been  two  men  or  a  man  and  a  woman. 
Such  tragedies  happen  to  the  whole  human 
family  and  women  hold  no  monopoly  on 
tragedy,  despite  the  horrors  inflicted  on 
them.  But  as  Phil  Ochs  once  sang  about 
Kennedy’s  assassination,  “Yes,  he  was  shot 
that  day  but  millions  of  good  people  also 
died  unfairly  and  no  one  shed  a  tear.” 

Second,  several  months  ago  John  O’Brien 
wrote  that  bathhouses  were  one  of  the  few 
types  of  meeting  places  for  Gay  men  and 
that  homophobia  is  trying  to  destroy  the 
sacredness  of  Gay  meeting  places  of  ritual 
past  like  the  baths.  Perhaps  this  is  why  I  left 
Gay  activism  a  long  time  ago.  I  found  Gay 
men  selfish,  upwardly  mobile,  and  sexual  in 
a  way  heterosexuals  would  never  be.  No  Ed¬ 
ward  Carpenter  or  Walt  Whitman  among 
them  —  no  way.  No  wonder  my  friend  Mike 
Silverstein  (Oakland,  Calif.,  ’72)  killed 
himself. 

I  doubt  a  movement  or  a  minority  can  be 
based  on  just  sexual  acts.  [A  movement 
must  be  based]  in  a  culture,  kindliness  and 
friendliness,  and  caring  for  the  poor  and 
those  oppressed  and  suffering.  Gay  men  as  a 
rule  just  lack  human  sympathy  and  caring, 
except  toward  the  physically  beautiful.  With 
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“As  a  weekly  with  a  strong  focus  on  news,  this  is  the  paper  I  rely 
on  to  tell  me  what  I  need  to  know  about  current  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  Its  arts  and  book  reviews  and  its  political  analysis  are  an  add- 

ed  bonus-”  -Read  Weaver 

Utne  Reader 

“The  only  nationally  circulating  weekly  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
GCN  provides  an  important  forum  for  debate  on. ..the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  Read  by  all  activists  in  the  movement,...  GCN  is 
one... paper  where  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  worked  together  pro¬ 
ductively.  It  is  the  newspaper  of  record  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 

movement.  T 

—Dan  Tsang 

Magazines  for  Libraries,  5th  ed. 
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heterosexuals,  you  are  taken  at  face  value. 
With  Gay  men  there  is  such  a  heavy  layer  of 
“proving  yourself”  and  what  I  call  elite 
chauvinism  that  I  gave  up  being  anything 
but  pseudo-homosexual.  Yet  I  believe  in  the 
sacredness  of  the  love  and  marriage  between 
two  men  or  two  women.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 
Damien  Lander 
Berea,  Ky. 

Anarchism  over  statism  and 
guerilla  struggle 

Dear  GCN: 

I  read  with  interest  and  wonderment  Jen¬ 
nie  McKnight’s  interviews  with  Linda 
Evans,  Laura  Whitehorn  and  Susan  Rosen¬ 
berg,  who  say  that  they  are  anti-imperialist 
prisoners  [GCA',  Jan.  8-14,  1989].  I  agree 
with  them  that  prisons  suck  and  should  pro¬ 
bably  be  abolished.  These  three  people, 
along  with  Marilyn  Buck,  Alan  Berkman 
(just  curious  —  any  relation  to  Alexander?) 
and  Tim  Blunk,  are  accused  of  blowing  up 
some  government  buildings.  By  the  way, 
they  discuss  this  in  more  detail  in  Open 
Road,  number  24. 

If  this  is  true,  the  similarity  between  their 
actions  and  past  activities  of  the  USGovt  are 
striking.  If  the  similarity  exists,  how  are  we 
to  tell  the  difference  between  the  two?  The 
difference  to  me,  at  least,  appears  to  be  that 
the  USGovt  is  more  professional  at  it.  But 
give  the  guerillas  time.  Pretty  soon  they’ll  be 
as  good  as  the  USGovt.  Guerilla  movements 
in  general  [are  made  up  of]  would-be 
statists,  and  perform  their  actions  on  our 
behalf,  just  like  liberal  governments 
everywhere. 

All  I  can  say  is  what  I  say  to  governments 
and  governmental  wanna-be’s  everywhere: 
Don’t  do  me  any  fucking  favors. 

Yours  for  anarchy 
(not  chaos,  the  trademark  of  governments) 
R.  Byte  Mock-Frye 
Seattle  Wash. 

PS:  Open  Road  can  be  ordered  for  75  cents 
from  O.R.,  Box  6135,  Station  G,  Vancouver 
BC  Canada  V6R  4G5.  An  ongoing  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  “politics  of  bombs”  is  being 
played  out  there. 


Reconsider  using  ‘queer’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  debated  for  some  time  whether  or 
not  to  renew  my  subscription  to  GCN.  I  am 
constantly  and  deeply  offended  by  your  use 
of  “queer”  —  even  more  since  you  persist  in 
using  the  word  even  though  some  have  told 
you  of  their  objections.  This  one  practice 
has  created  very  negative  feelings  in  me  con¬ 
cerning  your  paper.  Nevertheless,  I  have 
decided  to  renew,  but  I  will  not  make  any 
additional  contributions  or  give  any  gift 
subscriptions.  I  hope  you  will  reconsider 
your  policy  on  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 
Dolores  Noll 
Kent,  Ohio 

The  parent  disconnection 


[Ed.  —  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter 
sent  to  producers  at  WGBH  Radio,  125 
Western  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass.  02134.] 

Dear  Producers  of  “The  Parent  Connec¬ 
tion”: 

I  happened  to  hear  your  first  broadcast  of 
“The  Parent  Connection”  last  night.  1 
thought  that  the  idea  of  having  actors  im¬ 
provise  conversations  was  a  clever  addition 
to  the  call-in/advice  format.  However,  I 
think  that  your  actors  and  co-host  Dr. 
David  Treadway,  would  do  well  to  better  in¬ 
form  themselves  about  gay  teenagers. 

When  the  call  came  in  from  a  father,  con¬ 
cerned  that  his  1 5  year-old  son  might  be  gay, 
Beth  Winship’s  initial  response  assumed  a 
positive  note.  (She  suggested  that  the  father 
let  the  boy  know  indirectly  that  this  was  a 
topic  he  was  willing  to  talk  about.)  Beth 
Winship  has  done  some  good  education 
about  gay  teenagers  in  her  Ask  Beth  column 
in  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  ensuing  skit  between  father  and  son 
was  not  only  awkward  and  badly  done,  but 
it  seemed  that  the  actors  were  terribly  unin¬ 
formed  about  the  issues  affecting  gay  and 
lesbian  teenagers,  and  put  forth  heterosexist 
and  homophobic  attitudes.  (The  father  put 
pressure  on  the  son  to  go  out  with  girls.)  Dr. 
Treadway  went  on  to  assure  the  caller  that 
same  sex  “crushes”  happen  at  this  age,  and 


it  may  “just  be  a  phase.” 

Such  an  assertion  undermines  teenagers’ 
ability  to  make  choices  about  their  own 
lives,  and  does  nothing  to  effectively  deal 
with  the  issues  that  gay  and  lesbian  teen¬ 
agers  —  and  their  parents  —  are  facing.  I 
wonder  if  Dr.  Treadway  would  have  sug¬ 
gested  that  a  15  year-old  heterosexual  boy’s 
attraction  to  girls  was  “just  a  phase”? 

Just  yesterday  on  page  1  of  the  Boston 
Globe  was  an  article  stating  that  30  percent 
of  teenage  suicide  is  gay-related.  Isn’t  it  time 
to  take  gay  teenagers  seriously?  Many  teen¬ 
agers  who  think  they  are  gay  are  isolated 
from  one  another  and  lack  positive  role 
models.  This  is  largely  due  to  homophobia 
in  society,  particularly  in  high  school,  where 
peer  pressure  —  often  in  the  form  of  name¬ 
calling  and  harassment  —  runs  rampant. 

I  must  say  that  your  program  on  January 
3rd  did  much  to  fuel  homophobia,  and  little 
to  open  a  positive  dialogue,  or  to  assure 
parents,  and  teenagers,  that  being  gay  can 
be  a  viable,  healthy  lifestyle.  It  really  is  a 
matter  of  saving  lives. 

I’ve  just  produced  a  videotape  called 
“Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes”  for  a  high 
school  curriculum  on  name-calling  and 
homophobia,  with  Equity  Institute  (48  N. 
Pleasant  St.,  Amherst,  Mass.  01002).  In  ad¬ 
dition,  some  excellent  resources  are:  One 
Teenager  in  Ten:  Testimony  by  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth,  Ed.  by  Ann  Heron,  Alyson 
Publications,  1983;  Looking  at  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Life,  by  Warren  Blumenfeld  and 
Diane  Raymond,  Philisophical  Library, 
1988;  and  BAGLY:  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  —  a  weekly  support 
group.  Call:  617/523-7363. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention. 

Sincerely, 
Cindy  Marshall 
Somerville,  Mass. 

One  more  time:  risk  behaviors 
not  risk  groups 


[Ed.  —  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter, 
sent  of  this  letter,  sent  to  Harvard  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Plan  (HCHP).] 

Dear  HCHP: 

This  past  week,  I  visited  the  Kenmore 
Center  to  seek  treatment  for  a  persistent  and 
chronic  cough.  While  being  questioned  by 
my  physician’s  assistant  [PA]  about 
related/past  bronchial  problems  —  answers 
to  which  offered  no  remedy  to  the  apparent 
problem  —  my  PA  tactfully  asked  me:  “Are 
you  gay?”  I  answered  him  that  I  was  not,  ex¬ 
pecting  that  answer  to  elicit  further  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  habits,  practices,  etc.... 

I  was  wrong.  To  my  surprise,  he  simply 
stated  that  that  information  categorically 
negated  the  chance  of  HIV  infection-related 
PCP  [pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia]. 
And  that,  my  entrusted  health  officials,  was 
that! 

At  least  for  the  moment.  I  write  to  you  as 
a  way  of  indicating  tht  the  story  must  have 
another  ending.  This  one  is  unacceptable. 
I’m  amazed  to  find  myself  in  the  position  of 
telling  you  —  the  people  to  whom  I  have  not 
only  entrusted  my  health  but  my  hard- 
earned  $  100-plus/month  —  that  AIDS  or 
HIV  infection  has  nothing  to  do  with  sexual 
preferences  (despite  what  the  information 
on  your  walls  suggests.)  RISK  BEHAVIOR 
not  RISK  GROUP  is  the  determining  factor 
in  considering  the  ljjyjlihood  of  infection  in  a 
patient.  Perhaps  you  need  to  do  a  small 
training  for  all  HCHP  clinicians  who  may 
ever  be  in  the  position  of  questioning  a  pa¬ 
tient.  AIDS  is  such  a  complex  medical  pro¬ 
blem  that  it  eludes  all  attempts  to  arrive  at 
simplistic  definitions  of  risk  categorization. 
WITNESS: 

1 .  Straight  woman  engaging  in  unprotected 
sex  =  HIGH  RISK; 

2.  Straight  woman  engaging  in  safe 
sex  =  NOT  HIGH  RISK  unless, 

3.  Straight  woman  engaging  in  safe  sex  but 
shooting  up  with  unsterile  needles  =  HIGH 
RISK; 

4.  Gay  man  engaging  in  unprotected 
sex  =  HIGH  RISK 

5.  Straight  man  engaging  in  unprotected 
sex  =  HIGH  RISK. 

You  get  the  idea. 

As  we  can  all  see,  the  possibilities  are 
numerous.  However,  given  the  existence  of 
such  unquestioning  (irresponsible)  clini¬ 
cians,  let  me  add  one  more  —  perhaps  the 
most  significant  type  of  case: 

6.  Woman  or  man  with  symptoms  even 
mildly  similar  to  any  symptom  associated 
with  AIDS  but  who  has  not  been  questioned 
about  his/her  practices  =  CONSIDER 
VERY  HIGH  RISK  UNTIL  SUCH  A 


TIME  AS  ASKING  “THOSE”  QUES¬ 
TIONS  FITS  INTO  THE  CLINICIAN’S 
BUSY  SCHEDULE. 

I  submit  here  what  I  (as  a  typical  patient) 
consider  to  be  an  ideal  scenario  for  this 
situation: 

Clinician:  Is  it  possible  that  you  are  engaged 
in  any  activities  that  may  put  you  at  risk  for 
HIV? 

Patient:  What  do  you  mean? 

Clinician:  Well,  either  unprotected  sex  — 
you  know,  not  using  condoms  —  or  perhaps 
if  you  are  an  IV  drug  user,  not  using  sterile 
needles.  Are  either  of  those  things  a  possibil¬ 
ity  for  you? 

Patient:  No. 

Clinician:  Well  that’s  good.  If  you  want  to 
know  more  about  this  stuff  we  have  some  in¬ 
formation  that  may  interest  you. 

_  Paul  Kiefer 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

The  raw  Eddie  Murphy 

[Ed.  —  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter, 
sent  to  the  editor  of  TV  Entertainment 
Monthly,  the  Crosby  Vandenberg  Group, 
332  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02210.] 

Dear  Mr.  Neuhaus: 

In  the  January  1989  issue,  TV  Entertain¬ 
ment  writes  that  in  Eddie  Murphy  Raw  Mur¬ 
phy  performs  with  all  the  “profanity, 
scatology  and  misogyny  that  his  fans  know 
and  love.  All  the  usual  Murphy  targets  — 
women,  uptight  white  folks,  and  gays  —  are 
included....”  As  though  this  is  all  fine,  this 
is  just  humor,  ha,  ha.  If  any  white  comedian 
lambasted  African-Americans  with  the  vitri¬ 
ol  which  Murphy  directs  at  gay  people,  he  or 
she  would  be  summarily  dumped  from  the 
stage.  TV  Entertainment  endorses 
Murphy’s  attitudes  by  blithely  summarizing 
his  work  as  though  there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  sexism  and  homophobia.  Scatology? 
Fine.  Profanity?  No  problerh.  Uptight  white 
folks?  Since  white  people  are  in  power  and 
have  been  stomping  on  black  people  for  so 
long,  we  certainly  could  be  said  to  deserve  to 
be  lampooned.  But  plenty  of  comedians 
manage  to  be  screamingly  funny  without 
queer-bashing,  without  further  grinding 
women  underfoot,  and  you  should  avoid 
sounding  complicit  with  Murphy’s  brand  of 
humor  if  you  wish  to  keep  women  (more 
than  half  the  U.S.  population)  and  gay  men 
and  lesbians  (this  country’s  wealthiest 
minority)  on  your  subscription  lists. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Susana  C.  Darwin 
Skokie,  III. 

How  long  are  we  going  to  let 
this  go  on? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  wanted  to  drop  you  a  few  lines  to 
say  hi  and  to  express  my  deepest  gratitude 
for  the  free  subscription  to  your  newspaper. 

I  find  it  very  helpful  on  gay  issues  and  on 
AIDS.  One  has  to  keep  up  on  such  things  to 
survive  in  today’s  world. 

I  was  also  wondering  if  you  could  put 
more  articles  in  your  paper  about  men  lov¬ 
ing  boys  and  boys  loving  men  and  the  laws 
on  this.  You  see,  I  am  in  prison  for  10  years 
for  the  supposed  crime  of  ‘sexual  abuse’  of  a 
14  year  old  boy  (3rd  degree).  I  did  not  sex¬ 
ually  abuse  anyone,  but  fell  in  love  with  a 
boy  and  he  in  love  with  me.  But  then  when 
he  was  drinking  one  day,  he  told  his  former 
girlfriend  that  he  had  a  homosexual  affair  in 
the  carnival  with  a  guy.  She  got  pissed  off 
and  called  the  boy  a  ‘fag’  and  proceeded  to 
tell  his  mom  on  him  and  they  in  turn  forced 
him  to  prosecute  me  with  the  coerced  help  of 
the  local  welfare  department  and  the 
sheriff’s  office. 

So  here  I  sit  doing  10  years  for  falling 
madly  in  love  with  a  14  year  old,  and  doing 
what  he  wanted  me  to,  to  show  him  how 
much  I  loved  him. 

What  I  would  like  to  know  is  how  long  we 
are  going  to  let  this  go  on?  There  are  plenty 
of  gay  boys  out  there  not  getting  the  kind  of 
affection  they  need  from  their  parents.  Isn’t 
this  a  form  of  ‘abuse’? 

So  far  I’ve  spent  3  years  in  a  maximum 
security  prison  and  3  years  in  a  minimum 
security  unit  in  their  ‘sexual  offenders  treat¬ 
ment  program’  where  they  just  try  to  brain¬ 
wash  a  guy  into  believing  that  he  is  truly  a 
child  molester  or  rapist,  just  so  they  can  rip 
the  state  off  for  $25,000  a  year  for  each  per¬ 
son  they  put  through  their  program.  This 
program  consists  of  reading  6  books  on  rape 
and  child  molestation  and  sexual  assault  on 


children  and  then  giving  book  reports  on 
them.  Then  they  give  you  tests  on  the  books 
you’ve  read  and  a  psychiatrist  ‘determines’ 
whether  or  not  you’re  ‘safe’  to  release  to 
society. 

Now,  will  you  explain  to  me  who  is  the 
victim  in  this  case? 

Name  withheld  by  request 

No  unity  among  the  sisters 

Dear  GCN: 

Yes,  I’m  still  here,  in  answer  to  your  letter 
about  whether  we’re  still  getting  GCN.  My 
copy  of  it  definitely  makes  the  rounds.  The 
free  book  program  is  great.  I  receive  them 
and  we  all  read  them. 

The  recent  case  in  Dallas  where  two  gay 
males  were  killed  by  an  18  yr  old  straight  kid 
is  a  perfect  example  of  what  gays  in  this  state 
face.  The  kid  got  30  yrs  (he’ll  do  3  or  4  yrs 
and  be  paroled)  yet  I  must  do  12  years  flat 
[no  parolejfor  a  robbery  in  which  no  one 
was  hurt.  My  girlfriend  was  sentenced  to  5 
yrs  flat,  not  for  her  crime  but  because  her 
partner  is  a  flamboyant  lesbian.  There’s  no 
unity  in  this  state  among  gays,  especially 
among  the  sisters,  and  it’s  sad  to  me. 

GCN  has  provided  accurate  information 
on  AIDS  concerning  lesbians  and  we  ap¬ 
preciate  that.  In  a  women’s  joint  they  don’t 
even  provide  us  with  info  concerning 
females.  You’ve  ran  some  good  articles.  I 
also  wrote  you  explaining  the  situation  here 
some  time  ago  and  someone  there  sent  us  a 
bunch  of  materials  dealing  specifically  with 
lesbians;  safe  and  unsafe  practices,  etc.  I  got 
copies  made  and  distributed  them  to  each 
housing  area.  The  staff  here  weren’t  too 
happy  about  it  but  ignorance  is  dangerous. 

Homosexuality  is  “illegal”  here  so  they 
tell  us  nothing  in  hopes  we’ll  “quit  it”.  Not 
very  rational  or  realistic  to  say  the  least.  1 
now  carry  the  jacket  [label] 
“AIDS-phobic”  in  my  records  due  to  this. 
Oh,  well.  Our  PWAs  live  with  us  in  general 
population,  work  as  long  as  they  can,  etc. 
At  first  there  was  a  real  panic  until  people 
learned  exactly  how  AIDS  is  transmitted. 
Now  they  are  just  considered  same  as 
anyone  else  only  they  have  a  bad  disease. 
AIDS  education  here  consists  of  one  movie. 
All  males  of  course.  A  scare  tactic  that 
answered  general  questions,  but  how  males 
practice  safe  sex  just  wasn’t  real  relevant  for 
a  women’s  prison. 

Take  it  easy  and  thanks, 
Mary  Shallhorn 
365055 

_  Rt  4  Box  800 

Gatesville,  TX  76528 


Coordinate  GCN 
Features 

GCN  is  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  coordinate 
the  film,  theater  and  book  sections  of  our  features 
department.  We’d  like  to  have  two  people  in  each 
section  who  are  interested  in  selecting  productions, 
books,  films  (whatever  your  area)  for  review  and 
then  finding  reviewers  to  do  the  job.  We’d  also  like 
to  find  people  who  are  up  on  current  controversies 
in  the  lesbian/gay,  feminist,  progressive  world  and 
able  to  locate  reviewers  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds,  cultures,  communities.  Send  a  letter 
of  interest  ASAP  to  Features  Coordinators,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  or  call 
Stephanie  Poggi  or  Chris  Wittke  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 
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Bridge 

Continued  from  page  3 

“We  can  always  improve,  but  there  are 
limits  to  what  the  city  can  do.  We  would  like 
to  give  AZT  away  for  free  to  people,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  But  the  fact  is  we  cannot  afford  to,” 
said  Schaefer. 

Sutton  disagreed.  “All  this  city  has  done 
is  help  me  die.  I  can  get  free  food  and  a 
death  counselor.  There  is  not  one  service 
available  to  keep  me  alive....  The  dying  con¬ 
tinues  unabated....  A  model  city  does  not 
have  500  homeless  PWAs;  a  model  city  does 
not  make  sick  people  wait  six  hours  at  the  ci¬ 
ty  hospital  for  a  simple  blood  test.” 

The  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  also 
publicly  criticized  the  demonstration. 
Steven  Petro,  spokesperson  for  the  Founda¬ 
tion,  told  GCN  the  organization  received 
over  100  calls  from  people  who  threatened 
to  stop  giving  donations.  “We  explained 
that  we  were  not  part  of  the 
demonstration,”  said  Petro.  He  said  Foun¬ 
dation  officials  believe  that  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  jeopardized  the  safety  of  the  activists  as 
well  as  commuters. 

Denison  said  the  activists  achieved  at  least 
part  of  their  goal:  publicity  for  their 
demands.  The  demonstration  made  banner 
headlines  throughout  the  Bay  Area  and 
received  national  coverage  as  well.  “We 
made  it  very  clear  that  we  believe  not  enough 
is  being  done  to  deal  with  the  epidemic.  We 
sent  a  message  to  Bush:  more  must  be  done 
or  else  we  wall  be  back.  ’  ’  Denison  added  that 
he  hoped  the  action  would  inspire  similar 
demonstrations  across  the  country.  “It’s  the 
product  of  an  overall  increase  nationally 
and  locally  of  AIDS  activism.  We  realize  we 
need  stronger  and  more  powerful  actions.” 

“I  see  the  actions  as  the  first  step  in  a  real 
escalation  of  our  tactics,”  said  Sutton.  “We 
had  better  see  results  or  we  will  become  in¬ 
convenient  and  ungovernable.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

NYC  hospital 

Continued  from  page  3 

Amy  w'hile  she  picked  up  an  appointment 
slip  for  a  follow-up  treatment.  A  nurse  then 
called  for  security  guards,  who  dragged 
DeVincenzo  out  of  the  hospital  and  began 
beating  and  kicking  her. 

According  to  a  witness  quoted  in  an  arti¬ 
cle  published  in  the  Village  Voice  that  first 
revealed  the  incident,  when  the  beating  was 
going  on  outside  the  hospital,  Eng  tried  to 
take  Amy  away  from  the  scene  “and  was 
completely  ignoring  the  whole  thing.” 

Eng,  who  is  the  coordinator  of  the  Rape 
Crisis  Program,  said  she  could  not  answer  to 
the  allegations  “because  of 'confiden¬ 
tiality.”  She  also  noted  that  there  are 
hospital  clearance  regulations  about  talking 
to  the  media. 

The  Rape  Crisis  Program,  now  in  its  elev¬ 
enth  year,  does  not  have  a  known  history  of  in¬ 
adequate  care  for  rape  survivors.  Margie 
Metsch,  co-director  of  New  York  Women 
Against  Rape  (NYWAR),  told  GCN  that 
her  organization  frequently  refers  women  to 
St.  Vincent’s  and  that  “prior  to  this  incident 
we  have  not  had  any  complaints  from  a  sur¬ 
vivor”  about  treatment  from  the  hospital’s 
Rape  Crisis  Program.  She  added  that  she 
was  “a  lot  more  concerned  about  the  reality 
of  institutionalized  homophobia  in  St.  Vin-. 
cent’s  in  general  than  about  the  Rape  Crisis 
Program.” 

Eng,  who  has  worked  with  NYWAR  in 
the  past,  said  that  the  Rape  Crisis  Program’s 
volunteer  training  program  does  specifically 
address  gay  and  lesbian  couples  and  homo¬ 
phobia,  but  pointed  out  that  this  training 
was  for  program  staff  and  not  other  hospital 
employees. 

Brian  Gordon,  a  spokesperson  for  St. 
Vincent ’s,  said  he  could  not  comment  on  the 
case  “because  litigation  is  in  progress.” 
While  he  noted  that  he  also  could  not  com¬ 
ment  on  what  kinds  of  sensitivity  training,  if 
any,  the  guards  must  take  part  in,  he  defen¬ 
ded  the  hospital,  saying  “We  provide  the 
best  care  here  for  all  people,  regardless  of 
race,  creed,  color  or  sexual  preference.”  He 
also  said  that  the  hospital’s  track  record 
speaks  for  itself,  adding  that  in  regards  to 
this  incident,  “1  guess  it’s  all  in  the  eye  of  the 
beholder.” 

But  some  “beholders”  are  indeed  shock¬ 
ed  by  the  testimony  of  Joy  DeVincenzo  and 
Amy.  Immediately  after  the  release  of  the 
Jan.  11  story  in  the  Village  Voice,  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  organized  a  demonstration  out¬ 
side  of  St.  Vincent’s.  The  200  protesters, 
both  men  and  women,  picketed  for  about  an 
hour  and  then  marched  several  blocks  to  the 
Sixth  Precinct  where  DeVincenzo  had  been 
taken  after  her  arrest.  The  demonstrators 


demanded  that  the  West  Village  precinct  — 
the  site  of  numerous  allegations  and  com¬ 
plaints  of  misconduct  against  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  provide  sensitivity  training  and 
hire  more  lesbian  and  gay  cops. 

Also  following  the  release  of  the  story  in 
the  Voice,  a  gay  male  couple  came  forward 
with  a  story  of  threats  and  verbal  abuse  by 
security  guards  at  St.  Vincent’s  in  Decem¬ 
ber. 

According  to  the  Village  Voice  Dennis 
Nevin,  a  person  with  AIDS,  was  leaning 
against  his  lover  after  undergoing  a  spinal 
tap.  Just  as  the  men  were  about  to  leave  the 
building,  a  guard  called  them  “motherfuck- 
ing  faggots”  and  shouted  at  them  to  “get 
the  fuck  out  of  here  or  I’ll  beat  the  shit  out 
of  you.” 

The  hospital  has  issued  no  statement 
about  either  incident  or  any  other  public 
response  to  the  charges. 

Both  DeVincenzo  and  Amy  have  been 
chronically  ill  since  the  incident,  citing  stress 
as  the  cause.  Joan  Gibbs,  a  staff  attorney 
with  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights, 
who  has  been  working  on  the  case,  said  De¬ 
Vincenzo  intends  to  sue  the  hospital  but 
cannot  move  to  do  so  until  the  criminal  case 
against  her  is  resolved  in  some  way.  DeVin- 
cenzo’s  lawyers  will  be  moving  to  dismiss  the 
case  Feb.  3,  on  the  grounds  that  she  “did 
nothing  wrong  and  was  attacked  unlawfully 
by  the  guards.” 

“This  is  not  supposed  to  happen  to  you 
when  you  go  to  the  hospital,”  Gibbs  said. 
“They  can  escort  you  out,  but  to  be  assault¬ 
ed  and  called  anti-gay  names...  I  don’t 
think  I’d  go  rushing  off  to  St.  Vincent’s  if  I 
were  sick.”  □ 


Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover,  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates. 


COUNSELING 
I  OR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


i  ) 


A  SPIRITUAL 
RETREAT  FOR 
LESBIAN  WOMEN 


March  3  -  March  5,  1 989 
We  will  celebrate  Lesbian  wisdom  with  meditation, 
chanting,  ritual,  visualization,  and  healing. 


with  DIANE  MARIECHILD 

teacher  and  author  of  Mother  Wit 
and  The  Inner  Dance 

and  her  partner  SHULI  GOODMAN,  singer  and 
ritual  performance  artist 


A  residential  program  held  at  Essex  Retreat  Center, 
North  Shore,  a  1 0  minute  walk  from  the  ocean. 


All  expenses,  room  and  board,  luxury  spa,  $225.00 
Limited  space  -  call  early. 

For  information  and  registration  call 

Full  Circle  Workshops  41 3-259-1 6S7 
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BOSTON  AREA  HAIR  SALONS 
AND  THE  NAMES  PROJECT  NEW  ENGLAND 

Proudly  present 


ostotf 
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OhSun 


NEWBURY  STREET 

Avanti  267-4027 

123  Newbury  Street 

Back  Bay 

Hair  Designs  266-0406 
291  Newbury  Street 

Bojack/ 

Newbury  Street  267-3555 
133  Newbury  Street 
Eclipse  247-6730 

216  Newbury  Street 

Giraod  Company  266-0150 
330  Newbury  Street 
I  Belle  247-1677 

274  Newbury  Street 

Ibis  536-1811 

1 19  Newbury  Street 


Jean-Pierre 

and  Co.  262-4660 

73  Newbury  Street 

Lniz  Salon  262-5840 
77  Newbury  Street 

Panache  628-0326 

269  Newbury  Street 

Salplnl  and  Co.  236-1727 
231  Newbury  Street 

Stephan  Colffear  236-0099 
257  Newbury  Street 

Stewart  Basso  262-0940 
135  Newbury  Street 


SOUTHEND 

B.  Cummings  338-5356 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Linear  247-0202 

55  Dartmouth  Street 
Santa  Fe  338-9609 

528  Tremont  Street 

South  End 
Hair  Studio 


267-8016 


683  Tremont  Street 

CHARLES  STREET 
Salon  de  Jon  720-0212 

80  Charles  Street 

FANUEIL  HALL 
MARKETPLACE 

Geneses  720-4555 

150  South  Market  Place 


All  proceeds  will  go  to  support  the  continuing  efforts  of  the 
Names  project  in  assisting  with  direct  services  for  people 
with  AIDS. 

The  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  serves  as  a  living 
memory  of  those  lost  to  AIDS  and  a  voice  of  hope  and 
support  for  tomorrow. 


The  Quilt  will  be  on  display  over  Memorial  Day  weekend  at  the  Expo  Center  in  Portland,  Maine. 
For  more  information  please  call  the  NAMES  Project  at  451-9003. 

THE 


Snow  date  Sunday 
February  19,  1989 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edged/  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9597 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  3634595 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
69  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  953 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1969 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02193 
628-9597 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02179 
(617)  691-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
95  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8589 


DR,  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02196 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  359-1706 

COUNSEUNG 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  975-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
297-9861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02196 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
8764988 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 19 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

290A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02199 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  937-9693 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0298 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  Vi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8938 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
369-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9089 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambndge 
997-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
9264289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  936-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
192  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  297-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.)  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave 
Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  937-9900 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
291  Washington  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02196 
731-1015 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
99  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
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Baths 
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do  with  their  move,  but  I  believe  it  does. 
They  [in  a  story  in  the  Boston  Globe ]  men¬ 
tioned  that  group  sex  goes  on  there.  So 
what?  Group  sex  can  be  safe  or  unsafe.” 

Gary  Dotterman,  an  aide  to  openly-gay 
city  Councilor  David  Scondras,  said  he  was 
convinced  by  officials  from  the  health 
department  at  a  Jan.  27  emergency  meeting 
called  by  Scondras  that  the  code  violations 
were  real  and  the  decision  to  close  the  bath 
was  proper.  “I  was  skeptical  at  first,  but  the 
place  seems  to  have  fallen  into  disrepair.  I 
also  believe  the  city  was  not  using  code 
violations  as  an  excuse  to  shut  it  down.  They 
were  sensitive  to  the  important  role  the 
bathhouse  plays  in  the  gay  community,” 
said  Dotterman.  He  was  upset,  however,  by 
the  lack  of  community  input  into  the  deci¬ 
sion.  “We  were  left  out  of  the  [decision¬ 
making]  loop  by  the  mayor  but  that’s  not 
unusual  when  you  have  a  ‘strong  mayor  — 
weak  council’  situation,  like  we  do  now,” 
said  Dotterman. 

Private  meetings  with  the  city 

While  everyone  interviewed  by  GCN 
agreed  that  the  baths  should  be  brought  up 
to  code,  the  process  leading  up  to  the  city’s 
decision  to  close  the  baths  remains  unclear. 
The  decision  caught  many  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  by  surprise,  including  Scon¬ 
dras,  who  didn’t  learn  of  the  closing  until 
the  day  after  the  city  raided  the  bath. 

What  is  known  is  that  private  meetings 
with  city  health  officials  regarding  the 
future  of  the  bathhouse  were  attended  by 
Ann  Sanders,  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
and  Jeff  Epperly,  the  editor  of  Bay  Win¬ 
dows,  a  local  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper. 

Sanders,  who  could  not  recall  the  exact 
dates  of  her  meetings  with  city  health  of¬ 
ficials,  told  GCN  her  contact  with  the  health 
department  was  “routine.”  She  said  the 
meeting  was  private  and  intended  for  “peo¬ 
ple  who  needed  to  know,  they  were  not  com¬ 
munity  meetings.  There  was  nothing 
unusual  about  the  meetings.  I  was  called 
because  it  had  to  do  with  what  1  do  for  a  liv¬ 
ing,  that’s  all.”  Asked  to  explain  what  was 
discussed  at  the  meeting,  Sanders  “I’m  not 
going  to  tell  you  what  went  on.  I’m  not  go¬ 
ing  to  let  you  box  me  into  a  corner.” 

Sanders  said  she  approved  of  the  city’s 
decision.  “The  violations  are  very  serious. 
The  city  responded  in  an  above-board,  sen¬ 
sitive  manner....  I  honestly  believe  the  ac¬ 
tion  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  club’s  gay 
male  orientation.”  She  said  she  does  not  op¬ 
pose  the  reopening  of  the  club  provided  it  is 
brought  up  to  code. 

In  addition  to  addressing  the  code  viola¬ 
tions,  Sanders  said  she  was  also  concerned 
about  reports  of  unsafe  sex  at  the  baths.  “I 
am  hopeful  the  owners  will  sit  down  with  us 
and  have  a  serious  discussion  about  what 
they  are  going  to  do  to  make  sure  unsafe  sex 
does  not  go  on.  Obviously,  I  have  not  been 
there  and  don’t  know  what’s  going  on,  but 
we  should  sit  down  and  talk  about  it.” 

GCN  was  unable  to  reach  the  club’s 
owner,  Rosario  Gallant  of  Wakefield, 
Mass.,  for  comment. 

Epperly  told  GCN  that  Bay  Windows 
received  several  calls  from  bathhouse 
patrons  complaining  about  the  condition  of 
the  bathhouse.  As  a  result,  he  and  a  Bay 
Windows  reporter,  Peter  Erbland,  in¬ 
vestigated  the  allegations  by  visiting  the  club 
as  patrons.  He  said  he  witnessed  unsanitary 
conditions,  alcohol  consumption  and 
several  examples  of  unsafe  sex  —  including 
unprotected  anal  intercourse.  “I  witnessed 
an  11 -person  orgy  without  a  condom  in 
sight,”  he  said. 

When  the  city  learned  of  his  investigation, 
according  to  Epperly,  officials  from  the 
health  department  visited  him  at  the  Bay 
Windows  office  and  asked  him  to  testify 
before  the  Board  of  Health.  Epperly  said  he 
refused,  telling  the  officials  to  “wait  for  the 
article,”  about  his  visit  to  the  baths,  which 
was  published  in  the  Feb.  2  edition  of  Bay 
Windows.  Epperly  refused  to  comment  on 
the  record  to  GCN  about  how  the  health 
department  found  out  about  his  trip  to  the 
baths  and  what  prompted  the  health  depart¬ 
ment  to  visit  his  office. 

Epperly,  who  before  joining  Bay  Win¬ 
dows  held  the  job  of  Gay  Male  Educator  at 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC), 
denied  influencing  the  city’s  decision  to  shut 
down  the  bathhouse.  “We  were  merely 
cooperating  with  an  investigation.  [Health 
department  officials]  were  looking  into  the 
issue  before  they  came  to  us.” 

He  said  that  many  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity  believe  he  favored  closing  the  baths 


because  of  an  editorial  he  wrote  last  spring 
that  advocated  bulldozing  the  Fens  —  a  gay 
male  cruising  area  in  Boston.  In  the 
editorial,  Epperly  wrote  that  many  gay  men 
were  having  unsafe  sex  there  and  that  people 
should  have  sex  in  the  privacy  of  their 
homes.  In  a  Feb.  2  editorial  Epperly  wrote, 
“Club  297  should  be  closed  permanently.” 

“My  stance  on  this  issue  really  has 
nothing  to  do  with  bathhouses  generally. 
The  current  owners  have  had  seven  years  to 
clean  up  their  act  so  I  think  the  city  did  the 
right  thing,”  said  Epperly.  He  said  he 
resented  the  implication  that  he  is  “sex- 
phobic”  because  he  favors  bulldozing  the 
Fens  and  closing  the  bathhouse.  “I  have 
spoken  to  more  people  openly  and  positively 
about  sex  than  most  of  my  opponents.  You 
can’t  infer  my  whole  view  of  this  by  one 
editorial.” 

End  of  an  era 

Dotterman  said  that  the  closing  of  the 
baths  represents  a  loss  to  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  on  many  levels.  He  said  several 
homeless  gay  men  used  the  baths  as  a 
shelter.  He  added,  however,  that  the  city 
promised  to  provide  the  men  with  housing 
or  shelter.  “The  bathhouse  had  a  [venereal 
disease  clinic]  and  provided  health  and 
education  services  to  parts  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  I  believe  the  baths  should  be  reopened 
and  services  reintroduced  —  possibly 
through  AAC.  Baths  have  been  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  gay  communities  for  hundreds 
of  years,”  he  said. 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director  of  AAC, 
said  he  favored  J.O.and  health  clubs  that 
are  closely  monitored  for  safe  sex  over 
bathhouses.  “It  may  be  that  the  era  of 
bathhouses  is  over.  Not  maybe,  it  is.  We 
need  more  creative  responses  to  the 
epidemic.  We  can’t  go  on  allowing  clubs  to 
operate  like  we  are  not  in  the  midst  of  an 
epidemic.”  Kessler  said  the  city  should  not 
allow  people  to  practice  unsafe  sex  any  more 
than  it  should  allow  people  to  “drive  90  on 
the  turnpike  or  play  Russian  roulette  on  the 
sidewalk  with  a  gun....  In  a  society  that 
respects  the  health  of  all  people,  govern¬ 
ment  can’t  allow  people  to  kill  themselves. 
We  all  have  to  pay  the  costs  for  the  people 
who  do  this,  after  all.” 

Kessler  said  AAC  installed  condom 
machines,  hung  posters  and  distributed 
literature  two  years  ago,  but  has  not  done 
much  educational  work  since.  He  said  many 
people  who  go  to  the  baths  do  not  want  to 
hear  about  safer  sex.  “Some  have  a  sex  ad¬ 
diction  problem  and  won’t  deal  with  infor¬ 
mation  we  give  out.  Education  doesn’t 
always  stick,  especially  when  it’s  rooted  in 
denial,  loneliness  and  internalized 
homophobia.”  In  contrast,  safe  sex  and 
health  clubs  reinforce  safer  sex  practices 
through  communal  support,  he  said. 

Agreeing  with  Kessler,  Epperly  said  that 
during  his  stint  at  AAC,  the  organization 
lacked  the  volunteer  labor  and  resources  to 
do  the  kind  of  work  necessary  to  change 
behavior  at  the  bathhouse. 

Still,  said  Kessler,  he  did  not  “applaud” 
city  officials  for  closing  the  club,  as  he  was 
quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe.  “I  meant  this 
in  the  context  of  code  violations.  My  intent 
is  not  to  penalize  the  gay  community.  But, 
after  all,  it  was  the  clients  themselves  who 
got  the  ball  rolling  by  complaining  about  the 
conditions.” 

The  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  often 
its  own  worst  enemy  when  it  comes  to  clos¬ 
ing  bathhouses,  said  GLAD’s  Cathcart.  “In 
San  Francisco  the  issue  was  brought  to  the 
front  by  members  of  the  gay  community 
who  believed  the  bathhouses  encouraged  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  The  city  didn’t  want  to 
touch  the  issue.  So  it’s  not  surprising  the  gay 
community  played  a  role  in  closing  it  down 
here.” 

Cathcart  said  that  while  the  management 
of  the  bathhouse  appeared  to  be  negligent 
by  not  encouraging  people  to  practice  safe 
sex,  “what  consenting  adults  do  in  private  is 
their  own  business.  I  don’t  make  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  commercial  and  non¬ 
commercial  space....  These  are  difficult 
questions,  but  I’m  not  willing  to  give  the 
government  the  power  to  prohibit  these 
things.  We  can’t  control  people’s 
sexuality.”  He  added  that  the  city  should 
have  put  more  effort  into  educating 
bathhouse  patrons  about  safer  sex  practices 
before  shutting  it  down.  □ 
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You  dared  us  to  dream  that  we  are 
worth  wanting  each  other 


By  Colin  Robinson 


ear  Joe: 

What’s  it  like?  Thanks  for  your  visit 
the  other  night.  Sorry  we  couldn’t 
speak.  You  seemed  restless.  I  do  hope 
you’re  happier  now,  but  I  still  worry  about 
you. 

GCN  called.  They’re  doing  a  feature  on 
you  —  a  collection  of  tributes.  I  hoped  I’d 
missed  the  deadline.  You  know  me  and 
deadlines.  I  still  “owe”  you  that  Black /Out 
article  on  the  ’86  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  conference; 
and  I  never  did  transcribe  that  interview 
with  Phil  Reed  for  Brother-to-Brother.  I’d 
planned  —  when  I  finally  did  —  to  lie  and 
say  I’d  mailed  it  to  you  —  didn’t  you  get  it? 
Oh,  let  me  send  you  another  copy  right 
away...  But  I  never  did  transcribe  the  inter¬ 
view. 

You  know,  that’s  what  I  admired  you  for 
most  —  felt  most  inferior  to  you  for  —  the 
way  you  got  things  done,  cut  through  the 
bullshit  and  the  drama,  through  the  fag- 
gotry  and  the  nigger  shit  and  did  it.  While 
we  were  still  analyzing  the  situation  and 


Brooklyn 
January  30th,  1989 


discussing  the  personalities,  you  did  it!  I 
told  Dorothy  that  in  a  card  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  sort  of  “you  ought  to  know”  tone, 
I  ended  it  with  a  line  that  I’d  been  rehears¬ 
ing:  “I  cannot  know  a  parent’s  loss.  But  it 
seems  that  our  loss  is  greater  than  yours.” 
Not  the  sort  of  thing  one  tells  a  mother,  eh. 
But  people  say  and  do  the  darndest  things 
in  grief.  (Did  I  ever  tell  you  how  my  ex’s 
father  wrote  and  thanked  me  for  coming  to 
the  funeral  and  said  I  must  know  where  his 
missing  camera  was,  because  I  was  the  only 
one  to  visit  him  in  the  hospital.)  Parents  do 
grief  strangely.  Dorothy,  too.  But  I  won’t 
talk  about  your  mamma.  I  told  her  too  in 
the  card  how  I  still  feel  guilty  about  letting 
you  down,  disappointing  you  —  as  an 
editor,  as  a  friend,  even  in  sex  (I  didn’t  tell 
her  that)  —  I  feel  that  I  contributed  in  some 
way  to  your  depression. 

I’m  rambling  —  working  out  my  feelings 
on  the  page.  Half  a  poem  came  after  your 
visit  in  that  dream  —  but  I  gave  up  —  it 
seemed  so  obligatory  to  write  a  poem. 


(Mark  wrote  one  about  your  death  and 
Rilke  and  his  childhood;  I’m  not  sure  you’d 
be  flattered.)  I  just  haven’t  allowed  myself 
much  of  an  opportunity  to  sit  down  and 
think  about  who  you  really  were  to  me.  The 
day  after  I  heard,  I  walked  into  the 
bookstore  to  pick  up  some  extra  copies  of 
In  The  Life,  because  I  wanted  to  give  one  to 
this  stupid  boy  I  was  seeing.  I  find  the 
books  —  they’re  dusty  —  and  go  to  the 
register.  Behind  the  counter  a  White  Les¬ 
bian  I  don’t  know  keeps  staring  at  me  and  I 
know  she  knows  and  that’s  why  she’s  star¬ 
ing.  But  I  refuse  to  acknowledge  her.  She 
asks  if  I’m  buying  the  books  today  for  any 
particular  reason,  and  I  say  no.  Then  she 
asks  if  I  know,  and  I  cut  her  off:  “I  know.” 
I  refuse  to  grieve  with  her.  I  think  it  was 
Craig  and  I  who  were  talking  on  the  way  to 
your  memorial  about  my  poem 
“Etiquette.”  “We  know  the  rituals  of 
death/  What  is  the  etiquette  of  diagnosis?” 
And  we  realized  we  really  don’t  have  great 
rituals  around  death  either,  not  very  useful 
ones  at  least. 

We  all  drove  down  to  Philly  together  — 
Craig  and  George  and  Donald  and  Jewelle 
and  me.  Jewelle  slept.  We  stopped  for  din¬ 
ner  —  and  drinks.  Then  got  lost.  Ate  at  Key 
West.  (I  think  that’s  the  place  that  carded 
me  the  first  time  I  came  to  Philly  with  my  ex 
—  before  I  met  you.)  They  asked  us  if  we 
were  in  town  for  a  meeting.  Donald  drew 
your  name  on  the  paper  tablecloth  with  the 
crayons.  I  followed  suit  and  drew  a  book  — 
In  The  Life.  I  kept  wanting  to  find  some 
recollection  of  you  in  the  coloring  books,  or 


in  people’s  faces,  some  acknowledgement 
in  the  air  that  something  important  had 
changed.  I  wanted  it  to  be  a  different 
Thursday  rush  hour  in  Philadelphia. 

We  got  to  the  church  late  as  a  result, 
halfway  through  the  service.  The  service  felt 
cold  to  me...  It  was  nice,  actually.  Darlene 
did  a  good  job  as  reverend.  But  it  was  so 
proper,  so  polite,  too  tasteful.  In  a  big,  cold 
church  with  a  dreadful  sound  system,  it  felt 
so  impersonal.  Essex  was  supposed  to  fly  in 
from  the  West  coast,  but  he  didn’t  make  it, 
I  guess.  He  dedicated  the  run  out  there  to 
you,  though.  But  I  guess  you’ve  probably 
heard  from  him  already.  Renee  flew  in  from 
Detroit.  Told  us  all  —  the  men  at  least  — 
that  she’d  fly  in  for  ours,  too.  Michelle  was 
there.  Philip  came  down  from  Boston. 
Cheryl  drove  from  Jersey.  Barbara  and 
Beverly  both  spoke.  So  did  a  lot  of  other 
people  —  the  White  woman  who  built  your 
bed;  Yves,  at  a  loss  for  words;  Shawn  (from 
Philly,  not  Jamaican  Shawn)  was  real  and 
said  you  were  a  complaining  bitch  in  your 
own  right.  I  wanted  to  read  the  poem  Essex 
wrote  for  you:  “Don’t  let  loneliness  kill  us” 
(It’s  been  on  my  answering  machine  ever 
since.)  But  it  didn’t  feel  appropriate  all  of  a 
sudden.  It  seemed  all  about  me  and  not 
about  you.  At  the  end  of  the  service,  the 
reverend  whose  church  it  was  thanked  us 
for  coming  and  talked  about  how  much  had 
been  done  to  make  us  comfortable.  He  read 
from  Revelation  and  told  us  that  Jesus 
always  welcomed  sinners  —  we  could  come 
back  any  time.  Well,  he  didn’t  say  it  quite 
like  that.  And  I  shouldn’t  be  telling  you  all 
this.  It’ll  make  you  angry. 

But  that’s  the  point  about  the  service  —  it 
wasn’t  ours.  Wasn’t  the  service  I  wanted. 
Wasn’t  the  way  I  wanted  to  say  goodbye. 
Even  the  get-together  at  Giovanni’s  Room 
after  didn’t  do  it.  Again,  it  was  somebody 
else’s  space.  We  still  haven’t  had  —  haven’t 
made  —  an  opportunity  to  do  your  death 
on  our  own  terms.  In  fact,  it  seems  as  if 
your  death  has  come,  and  gone. 

So  GCN  calls  and  I’m  thinking  —  what 
Continued  on  page  10 

‘In  The  Life’ 
enhanced  the 
stature  of  gay  men 
of  color  —  forever 

By  James  Charles  Roberts 

first  met  Joe  Beam  three  or  four  years 
ago.  I  say  it  that  way  because  I  can’t  seem 
to  recall  the  exact  circumstances  under 
which  we  met.  It’s  almost  as  though  mysteri¬ 
ously  we  just  knew  each  other.  I  think  we 
first  met  when  I  was  working  with  the 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
and  he  was  looking  for  a  job  in  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  build¬ 
ing  in  which  the  Task  Force  was  also  hous¬ 
ed.  It  must  have  been  about  that  time  that  he 
first  mentioned  to  me  that  he  was  putting 
together  an  anthology  of  writings  about 
black  gay  men  by  black  gay  men.  This,  of 
course,  is  the  project  that  eventually  became 
In  the  Life,  a  book  that  was  also  to  become 
his  greatest  personal  triumph. 

I  was  enthusiastic  about  the  project  when 
I  first  heard  about  it,  but  I  must  admit  that  I 
reserved  a  bit  of  skepticism  in  the  back  of 
my  mind  because  I  hear  so  many  grandiose 
ideas.  I  said  to  myself,  “Yeah  right!  I’ll 
believe  it  when  I  see  it.”  I  became  a  believer 
after  I  saw  numerous  notices  in  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  gay  press  asking  for  submissions. 
Shortly  thereafter  Joe  told  me  that  he  ac¬ 
tually  had  an  agreement  with  a  publisher. 
After  that  I  got  the  lead  out  and  went  to 
work  on  a  piece  about  a  white  man  who  ans¬ 
wers  a  black  man’s  personal  ad  in  a  gay 
newspaper.  The  two  of  them  start  a  friendly 
correspondence  and  phone  each  other.  The 
relationship  abruptly  ends  when  the  white 
man  discovers  the  race  of  his  pen  pal.  It  was 
written  in  dramatic  form.  I  imagined  it  as  a 
radio  drama. 

Joe  wasn’t  interested.  He  wanted  me  to 
write  a  piece  on  a  now  defunct  black 
gay/lesbian  organization  for  which  I  had 
served  as  board  member  and  director  of 
public  relations.  The  result  was  an  essay  en¬ 
titled  “The  Light  that  Failed”  and  a 
recounting  of  my  experiences  with 
Philadelphia  Black  Gays  from  1980  to  1982. 
Joe  made  me  write  and  rewrite  the  article 
three  times.  He  also  made  me  angry.  I 
thought  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  clever  things 
I  had  ever  attempted,  yet  he  still  wasn’t 
satisfied.  Eventually,  I  came  to  admire  the 
fact  that  he  was  so  picky. 

Black  people  —  because  of  racism  and 
poor  self-esteem  —  are  often  expected  to  fail 
when  they  undertake  an  ambitious  project.  I 
Continued  on  page  1 0 
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CORNERS  /  for 


Joseph  Beam 


By  Essex  Hemphill 

Don’t  let  it  be  loneliness 
that  kills  us. 

If  we  must  die 
on  the  frontline 
let  us  die  men 
loved  by  both  sexes. 


Don’t  let  it  be  envy 
that  drives  us 
to  suck  our  thumbs 
or  shoot  each  other  dead 
over  snake  eyes. 


Let  us  not  be  dancing 
with  the  wind 
on  heavy  corners 
tattered  by  doom. 


Let  us  not  accept 
partial  justice. 

If  we  believe  our  lives 

are  priceless 

we  can’t  be  conquered. 

If  we  must  die 
on  the  frontline 
don’t  let  loneliness 
kill  us. 


—  From  Conditions  No.  XVII,  us¬ 
ed  by  permission  of  the  author. 

©  1986  Essex  Hemphill 


Journey 

By  Jewelle  Gomez 

Dear  Colin,  Craig,  Donald,  George, 

I  found  myself  trying  to  put  down 
some  of  my  thoughts  about  Joe,  as 
well  as  writing  a  thank-you  letter  to  each  of 
you  for  sharing  the  ride  to  Joe’s  memorial 
service  with  me,  when  I  realized  that  the  two 
efforts  could  be  combined.  As  I  tried  to  ex¬ 
press  what  it  meant  to  spend  that  time  driv¬ 
ing  together  to  Philadelphia  it  became  clear 
that  the  journey  says  all  of  what  I  would 
want  to  say  about  Joe  and  his  influence  on 
my  life. 

I  guess  because  we  didn’t  want  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  reason  for  our  trip  we  spent 
two  hours  in  animated  conversation  — 
discussing  and  dishing  in  the  way  that  only 
brothers  and  sisters  can  do  with  each  other. 
Half  sentences,  extended  syllables,  musical 
intonations  that  told  the  stories  far  beyond 
the  words  we  used.  As  Cheryl  Clarke  has 
said,  “The  way  the  word  ‘girl’  slides  off  our 
tongues  like  a  Rolls  Royce  is  the  definition 
of  black  humor.”  And  we  filled  the  car  with 
those  words  and  their  music,  the  very  thing 
that  Joe  had  devoted  his  life  to.  And 
everywhere  I  heard  his  voice. 

In  a  time  when  so  few  of  us  trust  each 
other,  I  felt  safe  tucked  into  the  back  seat 
with  you  and  the  conversation  swirling 
around  me.  When  I  dropped  off  to  sleep  for 
a  bit  and  woke  up  to  the  continuation  of  the 
conversation,  I  was  reminded  of  Sundays  at 
home  with  my  great  grandmother  when  I 
was  a  kid.  She’d  go  about  her  business  mak¬ 
ing  dinner  or  house  cleaning  while  1  read  the 
paper  and  drifted  into  a  nap.  The  sound  of 
her  so  close  was  comforting.  Listening  to  all 
of  you  in  the  car,  I  felt  the  brotherhood  bet¬ 
ween  you,  and  I  recognized  the  spirit  of 
humor  and  dedication  that  I’ve  experienced 
with  men  and  women  in  my  family  in  the 
past,  but  that  is  so  often  missing  from  the 
present. 

The  spirit  was  exactly  what  I  felt  the  first 
time  I  met  Joe.  When  he  put  an  ad  in  the  gay 
papers  calling  for  submissions  for  a  black 
gay  anthology  (that  became  In  the  Life),  I 
rushed  to  send  in  a  story  not  remembering 
how  politics  had  recently  divided  us  so  that 
gay  now  meant  male.  When  he  explained  it 
was  an  anthology  of  work  by  black  gay  men 
it  was  apologetically  and  with  pride.  He  was 
so  full  of  excitement  about  the  prospect  of 
finally  producing  a  book  that  spoke  to  black 
men  I  could  sense  its  success  maybe  even 
before  he  did.  He  was  so  clear  about  where 
the  writing  and  activism  of  Afro-American 
women  had  influenced  his  life  and  work  and 
very  generous  with  his  appreciation  of  my 
work .  It  felt  like  family.  In  the  car  with  you  I 
heard  Joe’s  voice  —  complaining  about  how 
invisible  black  people  still  are  to  whites; 
praising  artists  we  admire;  dishing 
someone’s  bad  taste;  planning  future  adven¬ 
tures;  observing  how  creative  black  people 
Continued  on  page  10 


‘Risin’  to  the  love  we  all  need’: 
a  tribute  to  Joseph  Beam 

With  this  issue,  we  pay  tribute  to  the  life  and  legacy  of  Joseph  Beam.  A  writer  and  editor,  he  is  known  for 
his  groundbreaking  anthology  by  and  for  Black  gay  men,  In  The  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology  (Alyson,  Boston, 
1986).  Beam  was  also  the  first  editor  of  Black/Out,  the  quarterly  magazine  of  the  National  Coalition  for  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG). 

He  died  in  December  of  last  year  in  Philadelphia  at  the  age  of  33  of  heart  failure  believed  to  be  the  result 
of  AIDS. 

A  national  day  of  mourning  for  Beam  will  take  place  February  26.  Contact  NCBLG  at  (313)  537-0484  for 
information  on  events  in  various  cities.  In  Boston,  a  spiritual  commemoration  will  be  held  from  2-5  p.m.  at 
the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Roxbury. 

This  tribute  continues  on  pages  10.  I  I  and  12. 


Your  life’s  all  in  your  dreams  and 
your  dreams  are  all  your  life* 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

“If  I  didn’t  have  access  to  print,  I,  too, 
would  write  on  walls.  I  want  my  life’s 
passage  to  be  acknowledged  for  at  least  the 
length  of  time  it  takes  paint  to  fade  from 
brick.” 

—  Joseph  Fairchild  Beam 
from  “No  Cheek  to  Turn” 


To  say  that  I  am  devastated  by  the 
deaths  of  three  role  models  —  Black 
gay  writers  and  activists  —  would 
not  be  exaggeration.  News  of  the  deaths  of 
James  Baldwin  and  Richard  Bruce  Nugent 
in  1987  seemed  to  signal  the  death  of  an  era 
—  an  era  which  produced  works  of  monu¬ 
mental  significance  for  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men;  works  such  as  Giovanni’s  Room, 
Just  Above  My  Head,  and  “Smoke,  Lillies, 
and  Jade.”  As  a  fledgling  Black  gay  writer, 
this  was  the  well  from  which  I  drew  succor. 
But  receiving  the  news  of  Joseph  Beam’s 
death  two  days  after  Christmas  was  a  pierc¬ 
ing  blow  that  sent  me  into  a  tearful  and  con¬ 
templative  stupor  from  which  I  have  not  yet 
emerged. 

Unlike  Baldwin,  Nugent,  and  other  Black 
gay  writers  such  as  Langston  Hughes  and 
Countee  Cullen  whose  literary  legacies 
nourished  and  encouraged  me  to  pursue  a 
vocation  of  political  writing,  Joe  was  a  more 
immediate  and  accessible  influence.  He  was 
a  peer,  in  the  fuller  sense.  And  that  has 
made  all  the  difference. 

I  first  met  Joe  via  telephone  in  early  1985. 

I  was  spending  my  days  as  an  administrative 
assistant  at  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
nights  copy  editing  children’s  books  for 
Bantam.  Joe  was  working  at  Giovanni’s 
Room  bookstore  by  day  and  moonlighting 

Boy 

Girl/Friends 


“dancing  for  dollars  as  a  waiter  at  a  trendy 
restaurant  in  a  trendy  neighborhood.”'  We 
talked  about  this  work  which  we  did  to  pay 
the  bills,  as  well  as  the  work  which  we  did  to 
keep  us  “moving  from  survival  to  potential, 
from  merely  getting  by  to  a  positive  getting 
over.”2 

Through  the  first  conversation,  we  realiz¬ 
ed  that  we  shared  more  than  the  common 
experiences  of  Black  male  frustration  due  to 
underemployment,  systematic  cultural  bias 
and  too  few  hours  in  a  day.  We  also  shared  a 
dream,  a  dream  that  we  could  effectively  use 
the  written  word  to  mobilize  and  politicize 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men,  a  dream  that  a 
handful  of  writer/activists  could  bring 
about  a  literary  movement  —  no  revolution 
—  which  would  implode  and  impact  upon 
society  much  like  the  Harlem  Renaissance  of 
the  1920s. 

One  of  the  strange  characteristics  about 
the  relationship  which  was  developing  be¬ 
tween  Joe  and  me  was  that  it  was  ostensibly 
based  on  the  submission  of  two  of  my  short 
stories  to  In  The  Life.  Strange  because  the 
friendship  which  ignited  rather  quickly  was 
much  closer  than  that  typified  by  writer  and 
editor.  Our  frequent  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions  always  included  some  business,  like 
arguments  over  the  placement  of  a  comma 
or  notification  of  a  newly  found  dangling 
participle,  but  inevitably  lapsed  into  discus¬ 
sions  about  our  daily  realities  and  the 
dreams  we  held  to  so  dearly.  “Dreams  are 
what  propel  us  through  life,  and  allow  us  to 
focus  above  and  beyond  the  hurdles  that  dot 
our  passage.”5 

These  conversations  were  also  filled  with 
the  wry  humor  which  was  rarely  exhibited  in 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


For  the  stories 
that  died  with 
him 

By  Beverly  Smith 

n  the  fall  of  1987  I  bought  Joe  Beam’s  In 
The  Life.  I  felt  I  both  needed  and  wanted 
to  read  the  book  then.  My  growing  in¬ 
volvement  in  AIDS  work  made  me  want  to 
connect  more  with  gay  men. 

So  I  began  to  read  and  enjoy  the  book. 
Enjoy  is  too  mild  a  word.  I  loved  reading  In 
The  Life,  talking  excitedly  about  it  to  others 
as  I  made  my  way  through  it.  Looking  at  the 
book  now  I  see  names  of  brothers  I’ve  since 
met.  Joe’s  book  helped  to  introduce  me  to 
their  world. 

Joe  has  several  pieces  in  the  book;  his 
essay  “Brother  to  Brother:  Words  from  the 
Heart”  comes  towards  the  end.  The  essay  is 
divided  into  sections  and  as  I  began  Part  IV, 
which  starts  with  the  words  “Black  men  lov¬ 
ing  Black  men  is  the  revolutionary  act  of  the 
eighties,”  I  was  stunned.  In  1985  I  had  read 
a  “Speaking  Out”  in  GCN  which  had  these 
words  as  the  title  [see  reprint,  this  issue].  I 
read  that  essay  over  and  over  again.  I  had 
never  read  anything  like  it  before.  I 
wondered  then  who  this  writer  was,  where 
did  he  live,  what  else  had  he  written?  So  in 
1987  when  I  came  to  these  words  I  thought, 
“So  that’s  Joe  Beam.”  The  person  who  not 
only  had  made  the  precious  anthology  I  held 
in  my  hand  but  who  had  created  those  vivid 
Continued  on  page  12 

An  “out”  gay 
Black  man  in 
these  United 
States 

By  the  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays 

any  of  us  never  met  Joseph  Beam 
face  to  face,  never  talked  to  him  in 
person,  but  what  he  bequeathed  to  us 
through  his  words  and  activist  vision  in  his 
33  short  years  moves  us  to  reflect  on  his  life, 
the  life  of  an  “out”  gay  Black  man  in  these 
United  States  of  America. 

“Visibility  is  survival,”  Joseph  Beam 
wrote  in  1 984  in  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 
In  words  that  remind  us  of  Audre  Lorde’s 
appeal  to  speak  “knowing  we  were  never 
meant  to  survive,”  Beam’s  challenge  runs 
counter  to  some  of  our  own  attempts  to  in¬ 
habit  the  closet.  In  recognizing  the  absence 
of  visible  images  of  Black  gay  men  in  media 
and  the  exclusion  —  if  only  by  indifference 
—  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  a 
predominantly  white  gay  rights  movement, 
he,  virtually  singlehandedly,  resurrected  the 
only  national  Black  lesbian  and  gay 
magazine  under  the  new  name  Black/Out. 
The  name  was  meant  to  signal  a  new  move¬ 
ment,  an  end  to  the  “blackout”  surroun¬ 
ding  our  lives,  our  visions,  our  contributions 
on  the  part  of  a  gay  white  movement  that 
had  failed  to  embrace  a  politics  of  race  and  a 
Black  Civil  Rights  movement  that  was  slow 
to  take  on  board  the  politics  of  sex  and  sex¬ 
uality. 

Black/Out  came  to  be  a  space  where 
previously  silenced  voices  could  speak.  We 
used  poetry,  fiction  and  essays  to  analyze 
Continued  on  page  1 2 


By  Charles  Britian  Tarver  IV  ^ 

This  poem  was  inspired  by  a  telephone  conversation  I  had  with  Joe  a  few  months  after  I 
met  him  in  1987.  I  believe  that  inspiration  is  a  form  of  mystery,  joy,  sadness  and  hope. 

“Girl;  These  children  are  about  to  drive  me  crazy!” 

Our  mothers  and  aunts  and  grandmothers  did  it. 
talked  with  and  to  each  other  while  trying  to  unravel  their 
lives,  good  &  bad 

“Honey,  I  know  what  you  mean,  and  my  man  doesn’t  understand” 

although  we  are  semi-reflections  of  these  women. 

and  bisquits  and  cakes  aren’t  baking  in  the  oven  while  we  sit 

across  from  each  other  at  a  clothed  table. 

we  are  men  borne  of  women  like  these 

we  too,  comfort,  listen,  gossip  and  just  boy  girl  talk  about 

life. 

it’s  unfairness,  it’s  fairness 
it’s  reflective  restlessness 

many  times  our  kitchen  table  is  a  distant  phoneline  late  at 
night... 

early  in  the  day. ..drunken  and  muffled  by  distant  disco  music 
and  crowds... 

sometimes  long  afternoons  race  by  when  these  women  bade 
farewell  to  each  other  to  face  all  that  was  talked  about, 
never  thanking  each  other. 

that’s  okay  though,  the  appreciation  is  all  in  the 
smiles  and  safety  of  a  (boy  girl  friend) 

©  1987 

In  thinking  about  Joe’s  death,  it’s  comforting  for  me  to  know  that  no  one  is  truly  dead  if 
there  is  someone  alive  to  speak  their  name. 


You  dared 

Continued  from  centerspread 

can  I  say  in  the  pages  of  an  anti-racist,  but 
all  the  same  White  newspaper?  What  will  1 
choose  not  to  say?  When  PGN  called  for  a 
quote,  it  felt  so  weird  because  I’ve  never 
done  this  before  and  it  seemed  all  about 
saying  what  needs  to  be  said,  not  what  you 
really  feel.  I  said:  “There  are  so  few  young 
Black  Gay  Men  who  have  become  role 
models  and  leaders  in  our  community  — 
Joe  was  one  of  them.”  And,  of  course,  I 
said  something  about  the  obligatory  “terri¬ 
ble  loss.”  You  know  how  I  feel  about 
canonizing  people  once  they’re  dead  —  like 
they  weren’t  bitches  or  stupid  or  self¬ 
destructive,  or  we  didn’t  hate  you  at  times 
or  you  never  hurt  us.  I  remember  the  seem¬ 
ing  cynicism  in  your  tribute  to  Baldwin  in 
GCN.  And  now  /  feel  so  strange  a  year 
later. 

It’s  difficult  to  write,  too,  because  I’m 
still  trying  to  put  your  death  in  perspective. 
We  still  don’t  know  how  you  died  —  alone 
at  Christmas  —  why  you  died.  Suicide  . . . 
cocaine  overdose  . . .  AIDS  . . .  loneliness. 
“All  of  the  above?”  AIDS  is  the  official 
version,  but  I  still  need  to  know.  And  I  am 
angry  with  you. 

GCN  wants  a  “tribute,”  which  helps  me 
put  things  in  perspective.  I  started  sketching 
an  opening  —  talking  about  how  easy  it  is 
to  get  caught  up  in  our  personal  sense  of 
loss  and  the  why  you  died  . . .  Like  Roy 
called  from  San  Francisco,  too  late  at  night, 
angry  at  me,  demanding  to  know  how  you 
died.  Was  it  true?  Was  it  true  you  killed 
yourself?  I  couldn’t  help  him.  But  figured 
I’d  talk  in  this  piece  about  how  it  is  easy  to 
focus  there,  instead  of  looking  at  your  life, 
at  how  you  lived.  But  there,  too,  there  are 
many  contradictions,  ironies.  Roy’s  reac¬ 
tion,  however,  really  speaks  to  what  you 
were  —  a  symbol  to  other  Black  Gay  Men. 
A  symbol  of  achievement,  of  pride,  of 
possibility.  You  and  your  work  represented 
so  much  that  your  death  is  threatening.  It 
threatens  to  take  away  so  much  that  we 
need  to  believe  in,  so  much  that  you  talked 
about. 

In  fact,  Roy  makes  me  hesitant  to  give 
flesh  to  the  icon  you  were.  I  worry  about 
vitiating  that  hope,  that  illusion  for  Black 
Gay  Men  whose  lives  In  The  Life,  and  also 
Black/Out,  touched  in  significant  ways.  I 
wonder,  too,  what  your  death  means  to 
younger  Black  Gay  Men.  Another  tragic 
faggot?  It  seems  to  reinforce  so  many 
stereotypes.  “All  the  protagonists  die 
young.”  Or  as  Craig  puts  it,  “There  are 
enough  corpses  on  my  bookshelf. . .”  (Do 
you  know  that  poem?)  I  never  believed  in 
all  that  “tragic  artist”  persona  bullshit.  I 
don’t  think  you  believed  it  either.  But  you 
lived  it  so  well.  I  don’t  know,  Joe.  As  a 
hero  —  which  you  are  —  your  life  and 
death  evidence  how  abused  our  heroes  are. 
Rodney  has  a  poem: 

The  heroes  have  died 
Died  twisting  to  blind 
leadened  beats 

Died  broken  blue  amidst  indigo 
moons,  sordid  bone 
unsheathed  ivory 
blood  burned  biceps 
Died  cold  dredged 
worm  swollen 

through  mute  catfish  alleys 
My  heroes  They  have  all  died 
over  or  under  qualified 
neglected  or  exposed 
from  genius  and  gross 
stupidities 
Died  dirty  nailed 
greasy  necked 
Died  gem-cysted 
diamond  eyed  * 

Gil  always  talks  about  how  we  need  to  in¬ 
vest  in  honoring  our  own  while  they’re  still 
alive  and  still  doing  their  work. (And  I  add 
before  they’re  old  and  everybody’s  rushing 
to  honor  them  —  I  say  honor  young 
people.)  He  didn’t  make  it  to  the  memorial, 
though.  One  of  the  things  that’s  been  on  my 
mind  a  lot  lately  is  how  fragile  all  of  us  in 
this  “movement”  are.  With  few  exceptions, 
it  seems  that  those  of  us  who  choose  this 
“activist  lifestyle”  invest  in  not  meeting  our 
own  needs,  in  not  taking  care  of  ourselves 
...  in  a  sort  of  culture  of  poverty  and 
loneliness.  And  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  that 
way.  Renee  talked  about  that  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  from  the  last  L.A.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Leadership  conference.  And,  in  a  sense, 
that’s  what  the  conference  was  all  about  — 
being  Black,  middle-class  and  Gay.  But 
how  can  I  talk  about  that  in  a  tribute;  how 
would  I  even  say  it  without  it  sounding  like 
some  codependency  psychobabble? 
Remember  when  I  tried  that  on  you  and 


you  sent  me  back  to  New  York?  We  never 
talked  about  that.  And  now  I  wonder 
should  I  talk  about  how  you  pushed  all  of 
us  away  during  those  last  few  months,  how 
we  told  each  other:  “She’s  being  evil  and 
grand  again,  but  girlfriend  will  get  over  it,” 
masking  our  feat  and  concern  in  the  ritual 
humor  we  use  to  avoid  pain  and  respon¬ 
sibility. 

I  talked  with  Craig  a  little  earlier  today. 
He’s  working  on  his  tribute  too;  we  shared 
notes.  We  may  FAX  them  to  Boston 
together.  You  know  Craig  and  me  and 
deadlines!  He  reminded  me  of  how  funny 
you  were/are.  And  now  I  can  begin  to  allow 
myself  to  really  miss  you.  I  guess,  I  feel  am¬ 
bivalence  about  your  life.  But  I  loved  you;  I 
believed  in  you.  More  important,  you  were 
my  friend.  You  were  Joe.  So  I  can’t  just  put 
you  up  on  a  pedestal  in  a  newspaper.  Post 
mortem  politics  are  so  delicate.  (Remember 
my  big  fight  with  Other  Countries  against 
dedicating  the  journal  to  Bayard  Rustin?) 
Part  of  me  feels  it’s  politically  important  to 
make  you  into  a  Black  Gay  idol,  but  part  of 
me  feels  there  are  more  valuable  lessons  in 
your  flaws. 

Night  before  last  we  dedicated  the  room  in 
the  Center  named  for  Charles  Angel.  It  was 
a  wonderful,  caring,  ceremony.  And  I 
thought  or  you  several  times.  Harold 
Robinson  talked  about  how  the  room  is  im¬ 
portant  both  as  symbol  and  as  substance. 
And  we  need  both  —  equally.  I  guess  that  is 
a  good  way  to  remember  you.  To  remember 
you  as  a  metaphor,  but  not  to  forget  the 
text,  to  embrace  all  the  humanity  of  your 
life. . .  Like  an  orisha  —  a  flesh-and-blood 
hero.  That  sounds  like  a  good  African  way 
to  remember  you. 

It  just  dawned  on  me  that  you  were  the 
first  man  I  knew  with  both  ears  pierced  — 
way  back  when.  I  always  wanted  to,  but  on¬ 
ly  found  the  courage  last  summer,  now  that 
it’s  fashionable.  So  you  never  saw  me  with 
my  two  holes.  I  remember  your  Leroy 
mechanic  shirt,  too.  You  were  doing  your 
“Black/Out”  column  in  Au  Courant  then, 
and  I  was  so  excited  to  meet  you.  To  me 
your  most  important  work  was  always  those 
“Brother  to  Brother”  essays.  What  they 
said  was  so  simple,  but  so  unsaid.  There’s 
nobody  writing  essays  on  the  Black  Gay 
Male  experience,  and  that’s  so  important. 
Your  stuff  went  to  the  heart  —  and  there’s 
new  power  in  them  for  me  each  time  I 
reread  them.  If  I  had  to  pick  your  single 
most  valuable  gift,  it  would  be  the 
aphorism,  “Black  men  loving  Black  men  is 
a  revolutionary  act.”  And  it  is!  As  simple  as 
it  seems,  it  is.  And  that  is  the  challenge  of 
your  life  and  death.  To  make  those  words 
real.  To  really  love  each  other.  To  love  each 
other  enough  to  care,  to  sacrifice,  to  risk,  to 
“take  care  or  our  own  when  the  night  grows 
cold  and  silent”. 

I  realize  now  that  Black  men  loving  Black 
men  is  truly  “an  autonomous  agenda  . . . 
not  rooted  in  any  particular  sexual,  political 
or  class  affiliation,  but  in  our  mutual  sur¬ 
vival.”  That  loving  each  other,  more  than 
politics  or  being  out  or  marches  or  CD  or 
legislation  is  what  will  create  Black  Gay 
community  in  which  you  could  have  built 
your  home.  The  ways  in  which  we  manifest 
that  love  must  indeed  be  myriad. 

“I  dare  us  to  dream  that  we  are  worth 
wanting  each  other,”  you  wrote;  dared 
yourself  to  dream:  that  we  could  “receive 
more  of  what  we  want  from  each  other.” 
You  talked  about  giving  “each  other  per¬ 
mission  to  dream  and  to  speak  of  those 
dreams,”  about  friendships  “not  lost  to 
anger,  or  silence.” 

You  spoke,  too,  of  breaking  silence,  of 
speaking  and  exorcising  not  only  anger,  but 
hurt.  So  in  my  love  for  you,  I  must  also 
speak  my  anger  and  my  hurt,  for  “What 
legacy  is  to  be  found  in  our  silence?”  So,  I 
claim  this  public  space  to  grieve,  to  explore 
my  feelings  of  love  and  friendship;  to  say  to 
my  brother,  “Man  I  loved  you.  I  really, 
really  loved  you.” 

So  you  didn’t  write,  as  you  once  dreamed 
with  me,  “the  last  essay  that  would  allow 
you  to  leave  the  planet.”  So  you  didn’t  find 
that  relationship  with  another  brother  you 
spoke  of  so  fiercely  when  we  first  met,  with 
a  spirit  that  dwindled  into  despair  and 
resentment.  And  your  biggest  silence  was 
you  didn’t  talk  about  loving  yourself.  But 
you  did  enough,  baby,  you  did  more  than 
enough.  Thanks! 

Our  challenge  now  is  to  stand  on  the 
shoulders  of  your  words  and  become  the 
dream. 

Brother  to  brother, 

Love: 

Colin 

•Heroes  ©  1989  Rodney  Dildy.  Used  by  permission. 


Journey 

Continued  from  centerspread 

are  in  making  up  names  (was  that  the 
Beauteak  or  the  Booticque  we  passed  just 
before  we  got  to  the  service?). 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  pastor  of  the 
church  that  hosted  the  memorial  service 
could  not  take  comfort  in  our  familiarity. 
He  thought  of  us,  the  gay  people  who  came' 
to  speak  on  our  memories  of  Joe,  as  alien.  It 
was  clear  that  he  did  not  see  the  black  gay 
people  standing  before  him  as  having  emerg¬ 
ed  from  the  same  family,  the  same  traditions 
as  he  and  his  parishioners.  But  even  in  that 
church  I  heard  Joe’s  voice.  In  the  voices  of 
the  people  who  rose  to  speak  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  but  also  later  in  the  snatches  of 
conversation  over  coffee  and  cake.  In  the 
singing  laughter  of  the  young  man  with  the 
striking  black  skin,  long  hair  and  high  heels 
who  was  the  vamp  of  the  evening.  In  the 
understanding  offered  by  Giovanni’s 
Room,  the  Philadelphia  gay  bookstore  that 
gave  us  another  place,  our  own  place,  to 
remember  Joe.  In  the  conversations  that 
almost  turned  into  planning  conference  ses¬ 
sions  for  the  National  Coalition  for  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG). 

When  Craig  joked  on  the  way  home 
about  how  each  of  us  might  interpret  this  ex¬ 
perience  in  print,  I  became  aware  of  how 
unusual  and  precious  these  moments  were 

—  riding  in  a  car  full  of  black  lesbian/gay 
writers.  We  were  together  for  one  of  those 
terribly  difficult  experiences  which  had  to 
become  transmuted  simply  because  of  who 
we  are.  And  so  much  of  who  we  are  was  em¬ 
bodied  in  Joe’s  voice. 

I  wanted  to  make  that  trip  to  Philadelphia 
for  the  service  in  order  to  show  his  birth 
family  how  much  he  was  loved  and 
respected  so  that  they  might  take  some 
solace  in  that.  I  also  wanted  to  use  the  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  way  of  helping  mark  the  transition 

—  from  having  Joe  to  suddenly  not  having 
Joe.  And  while  I  experienced  that  loss  as  ir¬ 
revocable,  infuriating  and  heartbreaking,  I 
found  I  gained  something  on  the  journey 
there  and  back  —  new  echoes  of  Joe’s  voice 
in  your  voices  and  in  the  potential  for 
friendship  between  us. 

In  a  life  where  so  many  of  us  are  forced  to 
suffer  our  losses  or  changes  in  isolation  I 
was  pleased  to  be  able  to  make  this  journey 
with  you. 

In  sisterhood, 

Jewelle 

Stature 

Continued  from  centerspread 

think  Joe  instinctively  knew  that.  Also, 
there  had  never  been  a  project  like  this  one 
before.  Most  gay-oriented  literature  came 
from  white  men  and  women.  Black  people 
were  largely  invisible  in  this  genre.  And,  for 
the  most  part,  we  still  are.  Joe  knew  that  this 
book  had  to  be  good  —  just  as  many  of  our 
black  pioneering  forefathers  and  foremoth¬ 
ers  knew  that  they  had  to  be  superlative  just 
to  be  noticed  by  the  majority  culture.  By 
now,  it  is  indisputable  that  In  the  Life  was  a 
resounding  success. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Joe  was  in  the  restau¬ 
rant  where  he  worked.  It  is  a  trendy,  though 
inexpensive,  restaurant  in  the  heart  of  the 
Center  City  Philadelphia  business  district. 
This  must  have  been  in  October,  1988.  As 
soon  as  I  saw  Joe  I  knew  something  was 
wrong.  He  had  always  been  a  robust  man. 
Now  he  was  thin  and  frail.  His  face  had 
always  been  dark  and  handsome.  Now  his 
skin  was  grayish  and  sunken.  As  is  the 
custom  in  these  times  of  the  plague  I  jumped 
to  what  I  thought  was  the  logical  conclu¬ 
sion.  I  work  for  an  AIDS  program.  I’ve  seen 
dozens  of  friends  taken  away  by  it.  It  looked 
as  though  the  mask  of  impending  doom  was 
being  pulled  down  over  his  face.  After  my 
friend  and  I  finished  our  meal  I  waved  good¬ 
bye  to  Joe  and  he  waved  back  from  the  other 
side  of  the  eatery.  That  was  the  last  time  I 
saw  him  alive. 

Joe  and  I  had  drifted  apart  over  the  past 
year.  We  had  some  disagreements  over  poli¬ 
tics  and  I  did  not  respond  to  his  personal 
overtures.  Consequently,  we  saw  less  and 
less  of  each  other.  But  until  the  day  I  die  I 
will  respect  him  for  what  he  did,  for  giving 
voices  and  role  models  to  people  he  will 
never  meet  and  for  whom  he  will  only  be  a  name 
and  photograph  on  the  pink-gray-black- 
white  cover  of  a  $7.95  paperback  book.  A 
book  that  has  enhanced  the  stature  of  gay 
men  of  color  —  forever. 


PAGE  10  □  FEBRUARY  5-11,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Iju  Barter  >ietivar\  J  A  (efibnate  trade  erfhan^e  far 

wamyn  -  identified  -  wamyn 


A  trade  rufhan^e  u. 


a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  a it  villinc  t 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchance  of 
coods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchance  you  receive 
many  benefits  includinc,  hicher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks.  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  callinc 


1  -  800  -  42*  -  7154  or  513  -  757  - 

via  post  1 13  E.  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Sprincs,  Ohio  45387 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
- - - - - 1 


I  have  seen . .  .explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhowik.  WBZ-TV 

“It'S delightful!"  -John Corcoran.  WNCV-TV 


“Boffo!  You'll  love  it!" 

GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


Dixie  Whatley,  WCVB 

357-8384 

DINNER/THEATRE 
k 


TH€ 

TGRRt\C€  ROOM 
M  ThK  BOSTON  P&RK  PLNZN 


PACKAGES 

AVAILABLE 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Sauare) 


Inspired  by  Joe 
Beam 

By  Vernon  Maulsby 

Joe  Beam  was  one  of  the  few  gay  activ¬ 
ist/writers  to  take  an  interest  in  gay 
prisoners.  He  actively  solicited  their  work 
for  Black/Out  and  his  anthologies.  GCN 
received  this  poem  from  Vernon  Maulsby  in 
Graterford,  Pennsylvania,  with  this  inscrip¬ 
tion.  “This  poem  was  inspired  by  a  postcard 
I  got  from  Joe  right  after  a  small  piece  of 
mine  made  it  to  Black/Out.  ” 

To  The  Black  Woman  On 

The  Postcard 

(Ada  Overton  Walker  1880-1914) 

You  dressed  so  carefully  in  1905, 
were  so  beautifully  posed, 

I  almost  forget  the  times  you  lived  in, 
until  1  look  into  your  eyes,  eyes 
that  had  seen  too  much 
to  believe  in  anything  anymore. 

1  can  see  you  tried  to  smile, 
to  match  your  dress  and  hair, 
but  your  face  is  honest,  only  pulls  itself 
into  a  resigned  neutrality. 

You  hid  your  hands,  their  darker  shade, 
to  aid  the  high  yellow  illusion  of  your  hair, 
your  powdered  face. 

I  wonder  about  your  death,  you  were  only 
34, 

was  it  disease,  a  man,  or  your  color 
that  laid  you  low? 

1  think  about  the  roots  of  your  hair, 
when  they  laid  you  out, 
did  they  remember  to  touch  them  up, 
and  cover  your  hands  in  1914? 

Letter  from 
Colorado 

By  Kay  Whitlock 

t’s  just  as  well  I’m  relocated  from 
Philadelphia  to  a  place  on  the  prairie, 
just  east  of  the  Colorado  Rockies, 
because  when  someone  called  on  December 
28  to  tell  me  Joe  Beam  was  dead,  I  was 
already  in  a  place  of  stark  landscapes.  I 
didn’t  have  to  go  anywhere  to  escape  clutter 
and  noise,  didn’t  have  to  try  and  carve  out  a 
space  to  be  alone  with  my  sudden  pain  and 
lonely  thoughts.  Out  here,  the  wind  was 
already  whistling  across  vast,  open  spaces, 
the  grama  grass  was  already  brittle  after  kill¬ 
ing  frosts,  and  the  blue  mountains  were 
already  standing  silently  off  in  the  distance, 
like  old  friends  who  are  there,  but  know 
you’ve  got  to  work  this  one  through  on  your 
own. 

I  live  closer  to  rhythms  and  seasons  and 
cycles  of  life  and  death  out  here.  The  scarci¬ 
ty  of  water  teaches  you  to  scan  the  skies. 
One  rage  of  hail  might  spell  disaster  for  a 
whole  year’s  harvest.  You  watch  your  step 
walking  out  there  on  the  mesa,  because  in 
warmer  season,  the  rattlers  are  up  and 
about,  and  it’s  their  turf.  It  was  like  this 
growing  up,  and  now  I’m  returning  to  that 
more  elemental  life.  You’d  think,  then,  that 
I’d  made  peace  with  death,  that  it  wouldn’t 
come  like  such  an  intruder. 

The  thing  is,  there  are  quite  a  few  folks  in 
my  life  who’ve  died.  And  it’s  one  thing  to 
face  death  philosophically  and  spiritually, 
and  quite  another  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
death  of  someone  you  care  about.  1  don’t 
know  about  you,  but  when  someone  in  my 
life  dies,  death  never  seems  to  come  conve¬ 
niently  or  prettily  or  with  too  much  grace. 
Joe  Beam’s  death  has  shaken  me  up  good. 
Left  me  numb  for  a  little  bit.  Left  me  with  a 
long  loneliness  and  sorrow  I  still  don’t  know 
the  dimensions  of.  I  haven’t  been  too  good  a 
sport  about  it.  For  one  thing,  after  the  tears 
came,  lots  of  them,  I  got  pissed  off. 

See,  I  couldn’t  tell  you  exactly  when,  dur¬ 
ing  the  long  good  years  I  lived  in 
Philadelphia,  I  looked  up  and  noticed  Joe’s 
presence  in  the  world.  But  I  wrote  his  folks 
today  and  said  I  felt  pretty  sure  that  the  im¬ 
pressions  of  Joe  that  stick  with  me  are  those 
I  had  from  the  first:  of  a  man  who  walked 
with  dignity  and  spirit,  always;  whose  smile 
truly  could  warm  up  a  cold  room;  whose 
deep-water  eyes  saw  beyond  the  obvious  and 
beneath  the  surface  of  things.  We  weren’t 
intimate  friends.  We  were  fellow  writers, 
r  rades,  colleagues,  story-swappers  and 
sharers.  When  we  stuck  our  elbows 


down  on  a  table  and  talked,  we  usually  talk¬ 
ed  about  the  various  trials  and  tribulations 
in  trying  to  create  circumstances  in  which  we 
could  write  the  things  that  most  mattered  to 
us,  and  not  just  what  somebody  else  wanted. 
We  talked  about  economic  survival  and  how 
sometimes  writing  was  a  lonely  and  isolated 
thing  and  about  the  vises  deadlines  put  us  in. 

I  remember  when  Joe  was  working  on 
that  first  book,  In  the  Life.  It  drove  him 
crazy  and  sometimes  he  was  worn  out  and 
sometimes  frantic  and  sometimes  cracking 
with  this  tension.  Like  being  in  the  throes  of 
complicated  love,  of  a  passion  that  maddens 
and  thrills  you  at  the  same  time.  The 
publication  of  that  book  was  cause  for  great 
celebration.  It’s  such  a  good  book,  such  an 
important  book,  filled  with  so  many  strong 
voices.  Yet  for  Joe,  it  was  also  just  the  first 
of  many  more  things  to  come.  I  figured  Joe 
was  going  to  soar  in  words.  I  figured  he  was 
going  to  knock  our  socks  off  again  and 
again.  I  figured  I’d  have  the  pleasure  over  a 
lifetime  of  reading  his  stuff,  of  hearing  that 
rich  voice.  Oh  how  I  looked  forward  to  that, 
to  the  essays  and  commentaries  and  reflec¬ 
tions,  maybe  the  novels  and  poems,  that 
were  going  to  come  forth. 

That  his  voice  is  now  stilled  —  that  you 
and  I  won’t  be  reading  a  lifetime  of  Joe 
Beam  —  is  partly  why  I’m  pissed. 
Something  precious  has  been  somehow 
stolen. 

But  I’m  also  a  little  angry  with  myself.  I 
let  a  whole  year  go  by  in  which  I  didn’t  write 
to  Joe  or  reach  over  the  distance  to  touch 
base.  I  don’t  know  why.  Probably  just 
didn’t  stop  to  think  about  it.  Now,  I  find  it 
almost  impossible  to  imagine  Philadelphia 
without  Joe  Beam  walking  around.  Maybe  I 
took  his  presence  for  granted.  If  I  did,  I  wish 
I  hadn’t.  I  couldn’t  have  saved  his  life.  But  I 
might  have  done  a  better  job  of  telling  Joe 
how  much  his  life  and  work  meant.  How 
much  beauty  he  carried  on  him. 

Out  here,  I’m  being  reminded  in  a  million 
daily  ways  not  to  take  anything  for  granted. 
Not  my  life,  not  Joe’s,  not  yours.  AIDS 
continues  to  exact  a  staggering  toll  in  the 
lives  of  good,  creative  people.  The  political 
outlook  is  often  grim.  People  keep  struggl¬ 
ing  just  to  survive  in  the  dreary  space  be¬ 
tween  Reagan  and  Bush.  Hard  times.  Stark 
landscapes. 

Out  here,  where  the  open  spaces  are  so 
vast  that  the  horizon  retreats  with  each  for¬ 
ward  step,  you  learn  to  spot  things  by  paying 
attention  to  the  small  flash  of  color  at  the 
corner  of  your  eye,  or  the  tiny  sounds  com¬ 
ing  from  over  there,  or  the  sudden  move¬ 
ment  off  in  the  distance.  That’s  how  you 
find  the  life  out  here,  the  coyote  on  a  far 
ridge,  the  pronghorn  moving  toward  the 
stock  pond,  the  rattler,  the  small  burrowing 
owl.  The  life  that  illuminates  and  gives 
meaning  to  spare  ground. 

Well,  Joe  Beam,  you  were  and  are  a  lovely 
flash  of  color,  sound,  movement  and  I  wish 
I’d  said  so  before  death  came  and  hauled 
you  off.  I  waited  too  damn  long. 

Dreams 

Continued  from  centerspread 

Joe’s  published  work.  I  found  Joe  to  be  an 
extrememly  funny  man  and  firmly  believe 
that  his  incredible  wit  enabled  him  to  move 
beyond  some  of  the  very  stressful  obliga¬ 
tions  and  obstacles  faced  by  public  figures, 
and  specifically  by  artists  creating  and 
showcasing  their  work. 

When  Joe  was  sending  review  copies  of  In 
The  Life  to  members  of  the  Black  literary 
establishment  to  solicit  cover  blurbs,  the 
response  was  extremely  poor.  He  called  me 
out  of  frustration  during  this  period  and  in  a 
deadpan  tone  asked  my  opinion  on  a  possi¬ 
ble  title  change  which  would  make  the  book 
sound  less  radical,  less  threatening.  He  mus¬ 
ed,  “In  The  Life:  A  Black  Gay 
Anthology...’  that  clearly  doesn’t  work  for 
them.  What  about  ‘In  The  Life:  A  Black 
Anthology?’  No,  they  might  not  care  for 
that  close  an  association  with  us.  Okay,  ‘In 
The  Life:  An  Anthology.’  Unless,  of  course 
they’re  having  political  objections  to  the 
word  anthology.  I  have  it,  I’ll  call  it  ‘In  The 
Life...Colon...A  Book!”’ 

Joe’s  humor  similarly  protected  him  from 
what  was,  to  my  knowledge,  the  book’s 
most  unfavorable  review,  by  Larry 
Duplechan,  a  gay  Black  writer.  It  began: 

In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology  is  an 
anthology  of  pain:  pain  acknowledged  as 
pain,  pain  twisted  into  bitter  humor,  pain 
twisted  to  anger,  pain  turned  inward  as 
self-hatred.  The  pain  of  growing  up,  liv¬ 
ing,  loving  and  dying  black  and  gay  in  this, 
our  white  heterosexual  society  (and  in  the 
black  heterosexual  sub-society),  perme¬ 
ates  the  more  than  40  pieces  of  work  from 


29  contributors...* 

After  reading  the  review  I  called  Joe  to  of¬ 
fer  support.  Upon  recognizing  my  voice,  he 
affected  a  comedic  babbling  tone,  and  for 
more  than  a  minute  recited  over  and  over, 
“Oh  the  pain,  the  pain,  the  pain,  the  pain, 
oh  the  pain...”  until  we  both  burst  into 
hysterical  laughter.  Clearly,  neither  of  us 
found  such  overwhelming  pain  in  the  pages 
of  In  The  Life,  nor  did  we  find  anything  so 
twisted,  but  rather  we  found  comfort,  sup¬ 
port,  empowerment  and  a  lot  of  love.  We 
laughingly  concluded  that  “Black  men  lov- 


their  failures.  The  progressive  movement 
of  Black  Gays  and  Lesbians  is  one  into 
which  we  have  been  born;  ours  is  a  birth¬ 
right  to  struggle.* 

I  suppose  the  struggles  in  Joe’s  life  inform 
and  inspire  my  saddest  memories  of  him.  I 
remember  his  struggle  to  promote  the 
visibility  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men 
within  the  Black  community... 

Because  of  our  homosexuality  the  Black 
community  casts  us  as  outsiders.  We  are 
the  poor  relations,  the  proverbial  black 
sheep,  without  a  history,  a  literature,  a 
religion,  or  a  community...  We  are  even 
more  susceptible  to  the  despair,  aliena¬ 
tion,  and  delusion  that  threatens  to  engulf 
the  entire  Black  community.’ 

I  remember  his  struggle  to  uncover  a 
Black  gay  history... 

Together  we  are  making  history.  As  Black 
gay  men  we  have  always  existed  in  the 
African-American  community.  We  have 
been  ministers,  hairdressers,  entertainers, 
sales  clerks,  civil  rights  activists,  teachers, 
playwrights,  trash  collectors,  dancers, 
government  officials,  choir  masters,  and 
dishwashers.  You  name  it;  we’ve  done  it 
—  most  often  with  scant  recognition.10 

I  remember  his  struggle  for  recognition 
from  other  Black  gay  men... 


ing  each  other  is  too  much  for  a  lot  of  people 
to  handle.”5  In  a  subsequent  interview,  Joe 
described  the  anthology  by  saying,  “It’s  not 
a  diatribe  against  ...  It’s  just  the  lives  we 
have  lead  with  our  lovers,  with  our  families; 
just  the  struggles  we  have  gone  through.”6 

As  a  writer,  Joe  was  more  profound  than 
prolific.  His  articles  and  essays  were  poetic; 
containing  turned  phrases  and  puns,  meta¬ 
phors  in  meters  that  made  his  writing 
musical  with  penetrating  meaning.  He  took 
great  pride  in  this  skill  and  devoted  time  to 
multiple  re-writes,  crafting  his  work  to 
create  the  style  which  other  writers  of  the 
Black  gay  genre  dubbed  “Beamesque.”  In  a 
cover  letter  for  a  submission  to  a  Black  les- 
bian/gay  suplement  which  I  edited  for  the 
New  York  Native,  Joe  wrote: 

Enclosed  is  ‘Reading,  Rapping,  and 
Rhetoric,’  the  extended  long-play  version. 

I’ve  enclosed  the  original  version  too  for 
your  perusal... Hope  you  can  use  this 
piece.  It’s  only  been  played  once  before.’ 

Aside  from  the  dozens  of  articles  and 
essays  Joe  published  in  Au  Courant, 
Blackheart ,  Changing  Men,  GCN, 
Philadelphia  Gay  News,  the  Windy  City 
Times  and  several  other  publications;  and 
his  work  as  editor  of  In  The  Life  and 
Black/Out  magazine,  I  will  always 
remember  Joe  for  his  contributions  to  the 
National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (NCBLG). 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1985,  Joe  and  I 
were  passengers  in  a  van  which  travelled 
from  the  Lesbian/Gay  Community  Services 
Center  in  New  York  to  the  St.  Louis 
Sheraton  to  attend  the  annual  conference  of 
the  NCBLG.  We  were  roommates  for  the 
three  days  of  the  conference  which  gave  us  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  exchange  stories.  We 
found  that*  bur  backgrounds  were  not 
dissimilar:  born  of  working  class  parents, 
baptized  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
educated  at  public  elementary  schools,  prep 
schools  and  predominantly  white  colleges. 
We  grew  up  with  the  influences  of  the  Civil 
Rights  and  Black  Power  movements,  and 
had  taken  leadership  roles  in  Black  Student 
Unions  —  preparing  ourselves  for  the  roles 
we  would  later  assume  with  progressive 
Black  and  lesbian/gay  organizations. 

That  Thanksgiving  weekend,  Joe  joined 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  NCBLG.  It  was 
for  him  an  exciting  role  within  “the  new 
movement  of  Black  lesbians  and  gays.”  He 
took  the  idea  of  producing  a  publication  for 
the  NCBLG’s  membership  and  constituency 
and  created  Black/Out,  a  very  polished  and 
informative  quarterly  journal.  In  the  second 
issue,  Joe  wrote: 

As  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  we  are  par: 
of  a  worldwide  movement  that  will  enliven 
and  reshape  the  discussions  of  race,  sex, 
gender,  and  class  oppression.  Our  move¬ 
ment  is  one  of  liberation;  our  vision  is  one 
that  is  dignified  and  inclusive.  We  have  as 
our  foundation  the  Black  civil  rights 
movement,  the  women’s  movement,  the 
men’s  liberation  movement,  and  the  anti¬ 
nuclear/peace  movement.  We  can  build 
on  their  successes  without  duplicating 
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A  half  block  away,  walking  towards  me,  is 
another  Black  gay  man.  We  have  seen  each 
other  in  the  clubs.  Side  by  side,  and  at  the 
precise  moment  that  our  eyes  should  meet, 
he  studies  the  intricate  detail  of  a  building. 

I  check  my  white  sneakers  for  scuff  marks. 
What  is  it  that  we  see  in  each  other  that 
makes  us  avert  our  eyes  so  quickly?" 

I  remember  his  constant  struggle  to  find 
meaningful  employment... 

I  applied  for  a  job  in  a  “progressive” 
organization  in  a  department  headed  by  a 
white  lesbian  feminist.  While  I  was  being 
interviewed,  this  feminist,  leaning  toward 
me  as  if  we  could  share  secrets,  said,  “You 
know,  Joe,  I’d  prefer  working  with  an¬ 
other  woman”  —  a  minor  detail,  which, 
of  course,  had  been  omitted  from  the  job 
description.  As  coincidences  would  have 
it,  three  of  the  four  interviewees  were  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  —  a  latina  and  two  black  men. 

As  coincidence  would  have  it,  the  person 
hired  was  also  a  white  lesbian  feminist  who 
just  happened  to  be  a  close  girlfriend  of 
the  interviewer.  This  interviewer’s  prefer¬ 
ence  for  a  woman  coworker  is  no  different 
than  a  male  interviewer’s  preference  for  a 
woman  coworker  with  large  breasts,  or  a 
personnel  office’s  preference  for  white 
people  only.  Slap! 12 

Through  these  memories,  which  are,  I 
believe,  the  gift  of  Joe’s  life,  I  struggle  to 
find  the  lessons  from  which  we  should  be 
benefiting  as  a  result  of  Joe’s  death.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  painful  to  realize  that  Joe  never  felt 
that  he  received  adequate  support  from  his 
lesbian/gay  extended  family.  Lesson  1:  We 
must  not  place  super-human  expectations 
upon  our  leaders  while  mounting  them  on 
unreachable  pedestals,  but  rather  attend  to 
the  very  personal  emotional  and  tangible 
needs  of  their  private  selves. 

It  is  extremely  painful  to  realize  that  an 
alarmingly  large  proportion  of  the  Black  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  for  whom  Joe  wrote 
could  not  receive  his  message  because  they 
are  functionally  illiterate.  Lesson  2:  We 
must  actively  engage  ourselves  in  the  pursuit 
of  teaching  our  less  fortunate  brothers  and 
sisters  basic  life  skills,  including  reading, 
utilizing  innovative  and  culturally  ap¬ 
propriate  educational  methods. 

It  is  extremely  painful  to  realize  that 
Simon  Nkoli,  members  of  the  Rand  Gay  Or¬ 
ganization  in  Soweto,  and  the  African  Gay 
Organization  in  Cape  Town  are  not  able  to 
benefit  from  Joe’s  words  because  they  have 
great  difficulty  accessing  In  The  Life, 
Black/Out  and  similar  publications.  Lesson 
3:  We  must  actively  engage  ourselves  in  the 
fights  against  censorship  and  South  African 
apartheid. 

It  is  extremely  painful  to  realize  that 
unlike  Baldwin,  Cullen,  or  Hughes  who 
“did  not  directly  challenge  the  pantheon  of 
African-American  writers  and  intellectuals 
to  understand  homosexuality  and  homo¬ 
phobia  as  significant  political  concerns, ”15 
Joe  will  not  receive  tributes  nor  homage 
from  the  Black  literati  precisely  because  that 
challenge  was  his  mission.  This  was  so  clear¬ 
ly  demonstrated  by  a  joint  action  taken  by 
Joe  and  close  friend  and  associate  Barbara 
Smith  at  the  Second  National  Black  Writers 
Conference  held  at  Medgar  Evers  College  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  last  March  24-27.  The  two 
presented  a  “400-word  statement,  signed  by 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  were 
authors  and  editors  of  books.  [Copies  of 
these]  were  distributed  to  participants  and 
panelists  throughout  the  conference.  That 
statement,  which  included  a  50-item 
bibliography,  addressed  the  systematic  ex¬ 
clusion  by  the  Black  literary  establishment 
of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  function 
Continued  on  page  12 
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the  nature  of  African-American  culture,  the 
challenges  of  living  with  AIDS,  and  the  con¬ 
temporary  struggles  of  transpersons.  Ar¬ 
ticles  exploded  the  myth  that  gay  people 
were  not  on  the  African  continent  and  we 
got  new  insights  about  how  the  rhetoric  of 
hate  and  racism  blended  with  the  reality  of 
homophobia  when  Simon  Nkoli,  a  Black 
gay  South  African  activist  was  arrested 
along  with  21  others  and  charged  for  crimes 
against  the  South  African  state.  (With 
mounting  pressure  from  gay  and  human 
rights  activists  internationally,  Nkoli  was  ac¬ 
quitted  of  all  charges  [see  GCN  Nov. 
27-Dec.  3,  1988))  “Steel  Walls,”  which 
developed  within  these  pages,  is  an  ongoing 
column  for  correspondence  with  Black  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners.  Here  is  a  space 
where  we  can  learn  about  the  political  strug¬ 
gles  of  Black  men  and  women  who  are  over¬ 
represented  in  this  country’s  prisons.  For 
our  brothers  and  sisters  inside,  the  “Steel 
Walls”  column  helps  to  reduce  the  feelings 
of  isolation,  abandonment,  and  fear  that 
usually  accompany  imprisonment.  And 
Beam  did  not  deal  with  prisoners  only  in  the 
abstract.  He  corresponded  with  several 
Black  gay  men  and  at  least  one  heterosexual 
man  as  well. 

It  was  this  same  visionary  spirit  that  work¬ 
ed  to  create  a  community  dialogue  among 
Black  gay  men  that  could  be  authentically 
claimed  as  both  Black  and  gay.  In  1984, 
Joseph  Beam  began  to  collect  the 
manuscripts  which  two  years  later  became 
In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology. 
Although  some  of  the  pieces  had  previously 
appeared  in  print,  together  they  paint  a 
powerful  portrait  of  the  lives  of  gay  Black 
men  and  document  the  poignancy  of  their 
position.  In  the  introduction  to  the  book 
Beam  wrote: 

Together,  we,  the  contributors  gathered 
here,  have  co-fathered  a  child  —  and  it’s  a 
boy.  He  is  strong  and  healthy  and  eager  to 
be  in  the  world.  But  as  A.  Billy  S.  Jones 
reminds  us  in  his  essay,  “A  Father’s  Need; 

A  Parent’s  Desire”:  a  father  performs  the 
biological  function  of  producing  a  child;  a 
parent  actively  participates  in  the  rearing 
of  that  child  in  terms  of  nurturing  and 
sharing.  Our  task,  which  is  not  simple  at 
all,  is  to  nurture  this  manchild. 

“Nurturing  this  manchild’’  was 
synonymous  with  community.  Community 
meant  “caring  for  each  other”  to  ensure  our 
own  survival.  Poet  Essex  Hemphill  put  it 
well:  “We  should  be  able  to  save  each 
other. /I  don’t  want  to  wait  for  the  Heritage 
Foundation  to  release  a  study  saying/Black 
people  are  almost  extinct.”  But  community 
also  meant  challenging  —  challenging,  for 
instance,  the  Black  literary  establishment 
for  its  homophobic  intransigence.  Less  than 
a  year  ago,  Joseph  Beam  and  Barbara  Smith 
impressed  upon  the  group  convened  at  the 
Second  National  Black  Writers  Conference: 

The  Harlem  Renaissance  could  not  have 
occurred  if  it  had  not  been  for  its  Black 
gay  participants,  among  them  Countee 
Cullen,  Langston  Hughes. ...Baldwin 
opened  up  new  literary  territory  for  an  en¬ 
tire  generation...  The  acknowledgment  of 
our  work  as  Black  lesbian  and  gay  writers 
necessitates  a  major  revision  of  a  currently 
homophobic  and  inaccurate  Black  literary 
history. 

Neither  did  Beam  hesitate  to  name  for 
Black  men  the  reality  of  sexual  politics,  sex¬ 
ual  violence  against  Black  women  in  the 
Black  community  and  the  meaning  of 
feminism.  He  spoke  clearly  and  une¬ 
quivocally  during  an  interview  about  the  in¬ 
fluence  Audre  Lorde  had  had  on  his  life  and 
the  charge  she  had  given  him  to  speak  to 
other  Black  men  about  these  realities.  His 
commitment  to  struggle  against  sexism 
strengthens  the  often  tenuous  coalitions 
among  us. 

Joseph  Beam  died  at  33,  much  earlier 
than  we  would  expect  even  with  the  already 
declining  life  expectancy  rate  for  Black  men 
in  this  country  —  a  life  span  dispropor¬ 
tionately  affected  by  the  scourge  of  AIDS. 
We  mark  his  passing.  We  feel  this  loss  and 
the  daily  losses  from  the  imposed  silences 
and  invisibility  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  National  Coalition  for  Black  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  has  set  aside  February  26  as 
a  day  of  mourning,  a  day  for  pause,  a  day  of 
reflection  on  the  past,  but  more  important, 
on  the  future.  As  Beam  wrote  in  his  in¬ 
troduction  to  In  The  Life , 

We  are  survivors  and  have  come  to  tell 
our  stories  of  men  loving  men. 

We  speak  for  the  brothers  whose 
silence  has  cost  them  their  sanity. 

We  speak  for  the  brothers  behind  bars 
whose  words,  at  the  very  least,  must  be 
liberated. 


We  speak  for  the  strange  fruit  hung 
from  trees. 

We  speak  for  the  brothers  who  drowned 
in  alcohol,  and  whose  spirits  were  pierced 
by  needles. 

We  speak  for  the  brothers  who  have 
never  been  allowed  to  dream. 

We  speak  for  the  2500  brothers  who 
have  died  of  AIDS. 

We  speak  for  the  brothers  killed  in 
Nam,  Grenada,  South  Africa,  on  street 
corners,  in  neighborhood  bars. 

The  bottom  line  is  this:  We  are  Black 
men  who  are  proudly  gay.  What  we  offer 
is  our  lives,  our  visions.  We  are  risin ’  to 
the  love  we  at!  need.  We  are  coming  home 
with  our  heads  held  up  high. 


Dreams 
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with  integrity,  refuse  to  be  closeted  and  ad¬ 
dress  lesbian/gay  oppression  as  a  political 
issue.”14  Lesson  4:  We  must  continue  to 
challenge  self-appointed  authorities,  in¬ 
crease  our  visibility  and  demand 
acknowledgment  of  our  contributions  to 
society  with  the  recognition  of  who  and 
what  we  are. 

I  am  deeply  saddened  that  Joe  lived  just 
long  enough  to  celebrate  the  realization  of 
only  a  few  of  the  many  expansive  dreams  we 
shared.  The  most  important  lesson  with 
which  I  am  left  is  that  “if  I  cannot  vocalize  a 
dream,  which  is  the  first  step  towards  its 
realization,  then  I  have  no  dream.  It  remains 
a  thought,  a  vision  without  form.”15 

©  1989  Craig  Harris 

•The  litle  of  this  article  is  taken  from  Assotto  Saint’s  “Rising  to 
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and  heart  felt  vignettes.  I  had  been  so  moved 
by  these  little  stories  because  they  were  so 
real  to  me  and  because  they  made  me  feel 
much  closer  to  my  gay  brothers  than  I  ever 
had  before.  I  wanted  to  know  what  happen¬ 
ed  to  Ty  and  Reggie,  did  they  get  to  go  to 
college?  How  did  Bubba  survive  after  Ray 
died,  with  no  one  to  tell  his  stories  to? 

I  met  Joe  at  the  March  on  Washington. 
My  sister  Barbara,  who  was  very  close  to 
him,  introduced  us.  The  three  of  us  marched 
together.  I  told  Joe  about  my  experience 
“discovering”  who  he  was  and  told  him 
how  much  I  wished  he  would  finish  the 
stories  he  began.  I  envisioned  another  book, 
a  collection  of  short  stories  all  by  him.  Joe 
said  he  saw  his  sketches  as  the  basis  of  a 
future  performance  piece. 

I  am  acutely  aware  that  we  have  lost  a  per¬ 
son  of  infinite  value  and  not  only  because  he 
was  a  Black  gay  writer  and  editor,  rare  as 
that  is.  1  know  especially  how  dear  and 
precious  his  friendship  was  to  my  sister. 

I  know  I  will  always  sorrow  for  the  stories 
that  died  with  him. 

Editrix’s  note 

Due  to  space  constraints  in  this  issue,  GCN  is 
unable  to  print  all  of  the  tributes  to  joseph  Beam 
that  we  have  received.  Those  contributions  we 
were  unable  to  run  will  appear  next  week. 

Bye  bye 

Continued  from  back  page 
desire  a  place  for  sexual  camaraderie  should 
not  be  denied.  Closing  a  bathhouse  and  not 
replacing  it  with  a  “healthy”  alternative  is 
not  a  healthy  health  decision  at  all.  □ 
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Join  AM  TIKVA  HIpT)  DJ? 

Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian/Gay  Jews 
for  our  12th  Anniversary  Celebration! 

Saturday,  February  11,  1989  8:30pm 
Temple  Israel,  Rabb-Cahners  Social  Hall 
Longwood  Ave.  at  The  RiverwayBoston,  Massachusetts 
•Dancing  -Dessert 

•Cash  Bar  •$17.00  in  advance 

•  Free  Parking  •  Reservations,  call:61 7/782-8894 

•Hors  D'Oeuvres  , 

Wheelchair  accessible  ALL  WELCOME! 


Fire  Fox  Video 

COURTHOUSE  SQ.  MALL 
Exit  32  Route  3,  head  east. 


83  Parkhurst  Rd ,  Chelmsford 
Only  15  min.  from  Rte.  128 


FANTASTIC  PRICES  -  LOWEST  ANYWHERE! 

CATALINA  $39.95 
H.I.S.,  HOT  SHOTS  $29.95 
Le  SALON  $24.95 


HUNDREDS  OF 
GAY  VIDEOS 

*$4.95  and  up 
‘with  s10  purchase 


(BUY  1,  GET  1 
with  this  ad 


FREE! 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING. 
BUDGETING,  SD\FF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 


presents 


KATE  CLINTON 

"Outrageously  funny ,  irreverent,  outspoken" 

-  The  Boston  Globe 


Saturday,  February  11,  8pm 
Sanders  Theater 

Cambridge  &  Quincy  Sts.  Free  Parking  in  Broadway  Garage. 

TICKETS:  $14  in  advance,  $15  at  the  door,  general  admission.  $25  for  reserved  floor 
seat  and  post-performance  reception  with  Kate  Clinton.  Proceeds  to  benefit  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center. 

Tickets  at:  New  Words  (gen'l.  admission  tickets  only).  Sandy's  Music,  Out-of-Town, 
Wood  &  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  641-2131),  Arborway  Video  &  Sound,  Holyoke  Center 
Box  Office,  ConcertCharge  (497-1118),  all  Ticketron  Outlets.  Tickets  by  Mail:  Check,  money 
order,  MC/VISA  or  AMEX  (enclose  self-addressed  stamped  envelope)  to 
Revolutionary  Acts!,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  (617)  661-1252 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  is  a  woman  owned,  woman  operated  production  company 


MUSIC 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 

Gay  Themes 
in  Film  M 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Dapper  bearded  dyke  desires  intense  friendship, 
loveship  with  mentally  and  physically  strong  adven¬ 
turous  political  lesbian  lunatic  no  druggies  smokers  or 
cops  need  apply,  GCN  Box  343. _ (31) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


DEAREST  BUBBY 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day!  1  love  you. 


(29) 


MISSY  FREED-PERSON 

Thanx  so  much  for  all  your  “classie”  work.  Your  pal, 
the  typesetting  dept. _ (29) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ _ 

SEATTLE  BOUND! 

Lesbian  couple  and  13  year  old  daughter,  relocating  and 
looking  for  any  info.,  schools,  neighborhoods,  gay  com¬ 
munity,  jobs,  housing,  from  people  who  live  or  have  liv¬ 
ed  there.  (617)524-0034  or  write  to  GCN  Box  337.  (29) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SINGERS! 

Political  multi-cultural  singing  group  forming.  Looking  for 
members  and  musical  director.  Perform  at  benefits,  picket 
lines  and  parties.  Jazz  to  rock  to  New  Song.. .Call  Rachel 
9234171. _ (2?) 

HIV  +  GAY  MEN 

research  respondents  needed  in  the  first  important  study  in 
Boston  about  the  psychological  and  social  consequences  of  be¬ 
ing  a  gay  man  and  HIV  -  .  Cnfidentialily  is  strictly  enforced 
and  names  will  not  be  used.  To  respond,  call  Bruce  Paradis  at 
(617)598-0219 _ _ (2?) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  (508)  744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
(29)  _ _ _ 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


When  Life  Gets  Out 
Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. .  .can’t  stop  spending 
money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends... and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


GODIAS  HERBS 

Herbal  therapies  for  the  immune  system  and  carrisyn. 
P.O.  Box  2023  Gloucester,  MA  01930  or  call 
617-522-4094.  _ (32) 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(61  7)353-1 500 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(6m 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  M A  02215 


PERSONAL  HEAtTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Siree tr  Brookline  233*4459 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  ol  2S<  per  word  ()$<  per  word  for  business  adsj 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  D  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  .  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

C  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 
D  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  1 0°7o  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15170  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now .  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $. 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  SI 5  per  column  inch 

_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•AM  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


Name 

Address, 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  fhe  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7060 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


HELP  WANTED 


PEOPLE 
WITH  AIDS 
NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing 
health  care  to  people  with  AIDS.  The 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently, 
we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides 
to  work  specifically  with  people  with 
AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community 
and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  )im 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  (617)  426-5555, 
ext.  354. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Vi  siting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


Executive  Director 


Community  foundation  seeks  Exec.  Dir.  with 
commitment  to  women's  issues,  and  demon¬ 
strated  exper.  in  fundraising,  PR,  and  fiscal 
mgmt.  $30,000-$35,000  plus  benefits.  Send 
resume  by  2/25  to  Boston  Women's  Fund,  31 
St.  James  Ave.  No.  902,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Women  of  color  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

Immediate  opening  in  alternative  mental  health  transi¬ 
tional  housing  program.  Job  requires  personal  or  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  of  parenting  issues  and  ability  to 
work  with  groups.  Prefer  Woman  of  Color.  Experience 
in  residential  setting  and  access  to  car  ideal.  Resumes  ac¬ 
cepted  til  February  28.  No  phone  calls  please.  Resumes 
to  A.  Beckert,  Elizabeth  Stone  House,  Box  15,  Jamaica 
Plain,  M A  02130. _ (30) 

FREE  APT.  PLUS  SiSO/MONTH  CLEAR  SALARY 
Work  2  3-day  weekends  per  month  (and  provide 
emergency  back-up  coverage  half-time)  as  a  personal 
care  attendant  for  a  Jamaica  Plain  dynamo  disabled  les¬ 
bian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  and  not  smoke  on  shift. 
Involves  personal  care  and  integrity.  Will  train.  Connie, 
617-524-0921, _ J29) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  driver's  license.  Live-in 
$225/week.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/week.  Weekends 
$160.  Call  731-6228. _ (33) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02116. _ _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  SI2/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  (AFSC)  in 
Vermont  seeks  a  Peace  Education  Coordinator  to  work 
with  committee  to  develop  peace  and  justice  programs  in 
/the  state,  and  to  represent  AFSC  in  Vermont.  Requires 
commitment  to  nonviolent  social  change,  ability  to  work 
with  broad  range  of  people,  experience  in  organizing. 
The  AFSC  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity 
employer.  People  of  color,  women,  lesbian  and  gay  peo¬ 
ple,  people  with  disabilities,  and  ex-prisoners  are 
especially  encouraged  to  apply.  All  applicants  con¬ 
sidered  on  qualifications.  Send  request  for  full  job 
description,  or  send  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to:  Ver¬ 
mont  AFSC,  61  Western  Ave.,  Brattleboro,  VT  05301. 
Call  (802)  257-4776.  Application  deadline  is  February 
15,  1989.  (30) 

*'  "  r* 


BUSINESS 
MANAGER 
PRESS  OPERATOR 


Multi-racial  printing  collective  seeks  new  members. 
Self-managed;  union  shop;  part  of  the  movement 
for  political,  social,  and  economic  change  for  15 
years.  Experience  necessary.  People  of  color  and 
women  especially  encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St.,  Boston,  MA  02130  (617)  524-6822 


FOR  SALE 


COMPARE! 

Old  Colony  Village  Homes.  165  Old 
Colony  Ave.,  Quincy.  Featuring  2  &  3 
Bedroom  Units.  All  with  2/2  baths, 
eat-in  kitchen,  garage,  gas  heat,  central 
air,  2  car  parking.  Fully  applianced, 
includes  washer  and  dryer.  Short  walk 
to  Wollaston  T.  Deal  direct  with' 
developer.  Prices  from  $154,900  to 
$179,900.  Call  for  appt.  773-8824. 
Mention  this  ad  to  receive  an 
additional  $500  off  selling  price. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


ROOMMATE  WANTE 


Three  GM  in  Dorchester  seek  1  GM  or  LF  to  share 
2-floor  apartment  in  very  large  Victorian  home.  10 
minutes  to  JFK  T.  Washer/dryer.  D/W.  $275  plus 
utilities.  Available  Feb.  15.  (617)  288-7632 _ (29) 

3  LFs  seek  4th  LF  for  mostly  LF-oriented  household  in 
very  LF  neighborhood  in  LF  JP.  Must  like  diversity. 
S245/heat  included.  Available  now  (617)  522-0405  (29) 

3  profs.,  (2F,  1M)  seek  housemate  in  Carlisle.  Beautiful 
setting,  many  amenities.  No  smoking,  please.  $500  plus 
low  utilities.  Available  2/1.  Leave  message:  (508) 
369-5289. _ (29) 

Quiet,  mature  LF  into  healing  arts/creating  a  home 
seeks  same.  Spacious,  cozy  six  room  apartment  near 
T/Tufts/Porter/Davis  Square.  Non-smkr.  $350-plus. 
391-8741 

_ (30) 

DORfASHMONT  LUX  SING  FAM  SAFE 

Luxurious  single  family  4  bedrom  home.  Liv.  rm.  Din 
rm.  Kitchen,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  porches,  deck, 
yard,  offstreet  pkg.  Two  bedrms  are  yours.  Fresh 
paint/paper.  $525  near  T.  Diane,  734-2189.  Lv.  mess. 

(29) 


APARTMENTS 


Somerville 

Spacious,  sunny,  2  BR  Apt.  in 
Winterhill.  New  K  and  B,  5 
min  to  Sullivan  Sq.  T,  walk  to 
shopping.  $700/mo.,  plus  util. 
Avail.  3/1/89.  Call  628-4074, 
leave  message. 


Wakefield  -  cute,  cozy  4'A  rm  house,  wooded  area.  Access  to  Rte  128, 
93,  Public  transp.  No  drags,  smoke,  5750/mo.  plus.  PO  Box  94, 
Woburn,  MA  01801. _ (28) 

IPSWICH 

2  bedrooom  apartment  —  security  deposit.  Call  Tanis  (508) 
356-5164  or  (508)  887-6234  leave  message  please. _ (30) 


Seeking  LF  -  28  plus,  semi -vegetarian  nonsmoking, 
clean,  communicative,  friendly,  stable  to  share  3 
bedroom,  sunny,  spacious  home  with  LF31  -  quiet, 
creative,  healer.  2  rooms  or  1  available.  Belmont-Camb. 
line.  Debra:  484-1553. _ (30) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLET 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  housemate  for  large,  beautiful  Victorian 
apartment  near  JP  Licks.  Non-smoking,  vegetarian; 
deck,  backyard,  W/D,  Dishwasher;  Have  cats,  no  more 
pets.  Sublet  3/1  thru  5/1,  6/1.  Approx.  $400  htd.  Anne: 
522-6521. _ (30) 

LF,  3 1  quiet  sober  smoker  seeks  gay  male  or  lesbian  to 
Find  and  share  drug  and  alcohol  free  apartment  in  Bever- 
ly  area.  (508)  927-6234. _ (30) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  Brighton  apartment  in  house.  No 
smoking,  vegetarian,  must  love  pets,  no  more  please. 
$300  plus.  Call  (617)  254-0407 , _ (29) 

2LF  friends  seek  roommate  25-plus  L/Bi  for  our  happy 
Somerville  house.  Large,  sunny,  homey,  3  BR, 
drug/smoke-free.  $300-plus.  Call  623-5535. _ (29) 

LF  seeks  roommate  to  share  apartment  in  Belmont. 
Fireplace,  backyard,  near  T.  Quiet  neighborhood.  $380 
plus  utilities.  (617)484-7305 _ (29) 


RAYNOR’S  MOTOR  LODGE 

A  modern  motel  in  the  heart  of  the  White  Mountain  Ski 
Area  for  gays.  We  are  located  along  the  Gale  River  in 
the  picturesque  village  of  Franconia,  NH.  Ski  Cannon 
Mountain  with  Peter  or  simply  enjoy  our  mountain 
views.  Write:  Box  10,  Franconia,  NH  03580  or  call 
1-800-634-8187.  Peter  and  Dieter,  Innkeepers. _ (32) 

SKI  from  our  door  onto  pristine  snow  trails.  Cozy  infor¬ 
mal  setting  in  Vermon.  Wood  fires,  delicious  vegetarian 
meals,  gorgeous  scenery.  Mid-week  discounts.  Lesbian 
owned  and  operated.  GREENHOPE,  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (29) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  from  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181, _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  0263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY,  1001 1 , _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

lntergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18. _ ( 7 ) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


SPANISH-ENGLISH  DICTIONARIES 
are  also  very  needed  by  the  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject.  Many  prisoners  are  immigrants  from 
Latin  American  countries  and  need  to 
learn  to  speak  English.  If  you’ve  got  one 
you’re  not  using,  or  see  some 
used/cheapies,  please  consider  sending 
them  to  GCN.  Thanks.  


PENNSYLVANIA  prisoners!!! 

An  attorney  is  working  on  a  lawsuit  about  PWAs, 
and  HIV  positive  prisoners  and  how  they  are 
treated.  If  you  have  any  information  about  prisoners 
being  segregated  for  being  HIV  or  otherwise  treated 
badly,  please  send  your  helpful  info  to:  AIDS  Pro- 
ject,  Box  1161,  Philadelphia  PA  19105.  . 


IfoWf 


Young,  sexy  male  searching  for  the  right  so¬ 
meone.  Age  and  race  is  not  an  issue!  Please  res¬ 
pond  to  R.  Thomas  HARTSAW,  21118-175 
(SHU),  Lewisburg  PA  17837. 


My  name  is  ‘BRANDI’ 

I  nave  long  blond  hair,  5  or  6  inches  past  my 
shoulders,  am  small  built,  and  was  bisexual  all 
my  life  till  age  20  when  I  left  my  wife  for  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  man  and  have  been  all  the  way 
gay  since  then  (4 Vi  yrs).  They  have  me  in  an 
isolation  cell  here  and  it  becomes  unbearable  at 
times.  It  would  be  much  more  bearable  if  I 
could  have  some  correspondence  from  others 
with  my  lifestyle.  Jerry  PHELPS,  117296, 
Camp  D,  Hawk  l-L-5,  Angola  LA  70712. 
IOWA!  Are  you  there? 

I’m  from  Iowa  and  would  like  to  meet  a  penpal 
from  there  or  thereabouts.  Marion  LIBBY, 
906619,  Box  520  (A-2-IN),  Walla  Walla  WA 
99362 


I’m  gay,  serious-minded  but  fun-loving,  from 
Ohio,  40,  and  would  like  to  meet  someone  who 
is  understanding.  Charles  HICKS,  5-3A-10,  PO 
Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  42038. 


Well,  hello!  Yes,  I  am  still  here  and  receiving 
yor  wonderful  paper,  which  I  really  enjoy.  Also 
the  books  you  send  (law,  anarchism,  gay  etc.) 
My  last  penpal  ad  wasn’t  successful,  could  I  try 
again.  William  DETTMER,  05409-018  (CS), 
PMB  1000,  Tallahassee  FL  32301. 


I  have  a  fabulous  collection  of  pictures  of 
MOVIE  STARS,  and  would  like  to  write  so¬ 
meone.  Howard  McTAGGART,  M8604,  RD 
10  Box  10,  Greensburg  PA  15601. 


Would  anybody  out  there  like  to  write  a  Gay 
con  in  prison?  Would  sure  like  to  hear  from 
someone!  I  liked  the  copy  of  Fag  Rag  you  sent. 
Thanks.  Edward  TIJERINA,  PO  Box  B-57973, 
Florence  AZ  85232. 


LOVES  MEN  WITH  HAIRY  CHESTS- 

I  also  like  men  with  small  bodies  and  a  nice 
shape.  Please  write  me.  I’m  lonely  and  need  a 
penpal.  I  would  also  like  to  get  the  Gay  paper. 
William  CARLISLE,  883698,  North  Dorm  A, 
727  Moon  Rd,  Plainfield  IN  46168. 


A  friend  of  mine  said  you  would  be  able  to  help 
me  find  interesting  people  to  write.  I’d  like  to 
correspond  with  someone  on  a  regular  basis.  I 
don’t  drink,  smoke  or  do  drugs.  I’m  into  cuddl¬ 
ing,  safe  sex,  and  pleasure.  Edward  HENDER¬ 
SON,  C -065633  (J-73),  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL 
32460. _ _ 

I’m  interested  in  a  warm,  sincere,  and  discreet 
correspondent,  especially  of  someone  is  in  the 
legal  profession.  Age,  race,  and  sex  no  pro¬ 
blem.  Tony  BORDEAUX,  146081,  (3-17),  100 
Warrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL  35023. 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 122-tV* _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPUW5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr 

MAXI-VANS 

■  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

►  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
<  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-184 B 


I  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  out  there  in 
the  free  world.  My  hobbies  are  dancing,  sports, 
and  romancing.  I’m  not  allowed  to  write  other 
prisoners.  Monique  WILLIAMS,  7352,  Box 
180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


1  find  your  pages  packed  with  reality  and  that’s 
what  I  like.  Keep  up  the  good  work!  Could  you 

filease  place  an  ad  for  me.  Lonely  gay  woman 
ooking  for  a  few  friends.  Have  a  variety  of  in¬ 
terests.  Make  my  day  and  drop  me  a  few  lines. 
Deronda  “Lynn”  LEMMONDS,  151847,  Box 
445,  PO  Box  8450,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 

Isabelle,  Won’t  be  no  sunshine  when  your 
gone.  I  love  you,  M. 


Financially  &  Mentally  SECURE... 

I  would  like  to  learn  more  about  your  penpal 
club.  I  love  life  in  general  and  would  like  to 
meet  someone  looking  for  a  relationship  with  a 
lot  of  meaning  and  honesty.  David  WYRICK, 
088145,  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 


Bi-male,  very  lonely,  21,  looking  for  someone 

to  write.  Age-race  don’t  matter.  Mike 
SNYDER,  87B90,  Box  5 1 ,  Comstock  NY  12821 


Black  male  desires  to  hear  from  someone  to 
share  some  thoughts  with.  James  TAYLOR, 
W40645,  Box  43,  Norfolk,  MA  02056. 


I’m  a  27  yr  old  Amerasian  (French  Korean)  and 

really  need  someone  to  help  me  deal  with  this. 
I’m  not  just  into  writing  kinky  letters.  I  enjoy, 
music,  reading,  and  have  a  lot  of  caring  to  give 
to  the  right  person.  Please  write.  Eugene 
KNIGHT,  186-225,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. 


Loving  Gay  Male,  31,  160  lbs,  well  built,  would 
like  to  correspond.  Bruce  WALLER,  108901, 
3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014, 


TURNED  ON  TO  GCN  I! 

Prisoner  seeks  penpals  or  whatever  might  arise 
from  this  pleas  for  correspondence.  I’m  gay, 
3 1 ,  have  a  nice  appearance  and  a  wide  range  of 
interests.  Please  write.  Ray  WYLIE,  177-007, 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I  am  Gay,  seeking  Friendship.  I  enjoy  all  kinds 
of  music.  I  need  someone  to  write.  I’m  lonely 
for  outside  people.  Timothy  REED,  131608, 
Box  430,  Dillwyn  VA  23936. 


I  think  your  paper’s  great!  Maybe  I  can  meet 
someone  thru  it.  I’m  seeking  correspondence 
and  possibly  a  relationship.  I’m  25.  Eddie 
HARS,  080756  (A-202-T),  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd, 
Daytona  Beach,  FL  32014, 


I  am  a  homosexual  prisoner  and  can’t  afford  to 
pay  for  an  ad  but  I  am  lonely  and  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  and  hope  you  can  help  me.  Here  is 
a  description  of  myself.  Age  33,  likes  to  have 
good  times,  dislikes  jail.  I’m  looking  for 
anyone  that  is  willing  to  be  my  friend,  or  maybe 
lead  to  bigger  and  better  things.  Bruce  DIXON, 
046455,  Box  7  (2D-581),  Moberly  MO  65270, 
Looking  for  letters  from  those  who’d  like  to 
help  me  get  reacquainted  with  the  free  world.  I 
have  many  interests.  I  prefer  effeminate  or 
petite  males.  A  photo  would  be  nice  but  not 
necessary.  T.J.  BLOOM,  12877-038  (H),  PO 
Box  1000,  Marion  1L  62959. 


IS  THERE  ANYONE  OUT  THERE  BEYOND  THESE 
WALLS? 

I  am  a  prisoner  who  has  lost  all  contact  with  the 
outside  and  would  like  for  anyone  (prefer  gays) 
to  take  a  few  minutes  to  make  me  feel  and  see  a 
bigger  world  than  just  these  4  walls.  Phillip 
BYERS,  77 A  1830,  Box  367B,  Dannemora  NY 
12929. _ 

I‘m  really  desperate  for  penpals  but  am  unable 
to  receive  letters  from  other  prisoners.  I’m  a 
good  looking  guy,  inside  as  well  as  out,  if  you 
ask  me.  But  still,  I’m  alone.  I’d  like  someone  to 
write.  James  R.  WILKINSON,  064567  (A-N- 
1 1-top),  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Davtona  Beach  FL 
32014, _ 

Bi  Hisp  Male,  27,  desires  to  know  whether 
there  are  any  effeminant  Black  or  Hispanic 
men  (‘girls’),  any  age,  out  there  who  know 
what  dedication,  respect,  love,  emotions,  feel¬ 
ings,  etc.  really  mean?  Everyone  I’ve  gotten  in¬ 
volved  with  took  my  emotional  commitment 
for  ‘weakness’.  Can  anyone  out  there  show  me 
that  love  between  men  can  be  strong?  Cisco 
CARDEMAS,  87A0337— B-24-17,  Box  149, 
Attica  NY  1401 1 
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12  Sunday  □  Angeius  Ia:k.a.  Angela  i 
celebrates  Black  history  Month  bv  rei< 


*■> V ;'<£>y  *V:V  .4V 

several  of  her  works  in  progress,  j  ’ 
the  ticket  are,  the  women1  s  a  cappefla 
Umoja  and  sihger  Raftki  Franklin.  Ef— 
Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  Street,  Car 
4pm.  $4  sliding  scale.  s<  ^ 

1 4  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Rite  Wings:  the  Golden  Rule  of  the  Sun. 

a  media  performance  on  the  Gay  Rights  Referendum, 
Dade  Co.  Florida,  1977.  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  Through  2/19.  8pm 
(3pm  on  2/19).  $8,  $5  students,  seniors.  Info: 
617/232-1555  x355. 


Thursday  •  W 

Cambridge  □  DiscdsSHtf^oupfijr* 
sexual  abuse  survivors.  Conference 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  859  Mass.  Ave: 
617/498-988 1 . 


1 5  Wednesday 


Cambridge  □  Rock  Revolution:  Benefit  Dance  for 
Nicaraguan  hurricane  relief.  Axis,  15  Landsdowne  St. 
9:30pm.  $7/8.  18-plus  show.  Info:  617/738-9719. 


Weekly  Events 


Stoneham,  MA  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  In¬ 
fo:  Sara  Epstein,  Human  Services,  617/979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  Info:  6 1 7/492-RAPE. 

Friday 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  2/10  Sharon  Howel, 
poet.  2/17  Ratsy,  Cambridge  street  musician.  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY7  voice). 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted 


4  Saturday 

Boston  □  Having  a  Wonderful  Life,  Wish  You 
Were  Here,  an  exhibit  of  color  photographs  by  Susan 
Wilson  at  Club  Cafe.  Ongoing.  209  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston  □  South  East  Gay  And  Lesbian  Country 
Dance  Series.  Valentine  Dance  with  Nantucket  Sound. 
First  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain  (Unitarian),  Centre  and  Eliot 
Sts.  8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Info:  Barbara,  617/625-9166. 

Cambridge  □  The  Alley  Theatre  presents  Getting 
Out,  a  drama  about  an  incarcerated  self-destructive  teen 
who  evolves  into  a  rehabilitated,  self-sufficient  woman. 
Runs  through  2/25.  1253  Cambridge  St.  8pm.  Info: 
617/491-8166. 

Cambridge  □  Beach  Blanket  “Lesbo”  (Bingo) 
Dance  with  Amethyst  Women.  This  is  a  drug,  alcohol, 
and  smoke  free  event  for  recovering  alcoholic  lesbians  and 
their  women  friends.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  $5  more  if  less  if. 

5  Sunday 

Boston  □  BILGA  (Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian 

6  Gay  Alliance)  meeting.  Ziskind  Lounge,  George  Sher¬ 
man  Union  (2nd  floor),  775  Commonwealth  Ave.  Ipm. 
Info:  617/353-9808. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Nice  Jewish  Girls  Potluck.  I  lam. 
Info:  Lisa,  617/666-2159. 

7  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Living  Well  Workshop:  “Sex  and 
Intimacy."  All  welcome  but  many  workshops  more  rele¬ 
vant  to  those  who  are  HIV  positive.  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.  6-8pm.  Info: 
617/267-0900. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meeting 
topic:  Financial  Planning.  Lindeman  Center,  25  Scaniford 
St.  (Revere  Room).  8- 1 0pm.  Info:  617/742-7897  or  Box 
1373,  South  Postal  Annex,  Boston  MA  02205. 

8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Vigil  for  Justice.  Wear  black  to 
symbolize  the  fight  for  justice  for  the  poor  and  dispossess¬ 
ed  around  the  world.  Park  St.  Station.  5:30-6:30pm. 

9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  sorts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Boston  □  Quilting  Bee  for  the  NAMES  Project. 

Arlington  St.  Church,  corner  of  Arlington  and  Boylston 
Sts.  6-9pm.  Info:  617/451-9003. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  &  Phillips  at  Club  Cabaret. 
Recommended  by  the  calendar  editor.  Through  2/12.  209 
Columbus.  8pm.  $10/12. 

Boston  □  Drop-In  Night  for  women  to  gather  infor¬ 
mation/support  regarding  AIDS/HIV.  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  93  Mass.  Ave.  3rd  floor.  6:30-8pm. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Free.  Info:  617/267-7573. 

10  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

1 1  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Kate  Clinton  at  Sanders  Theater.  Cam¬ 
bridge  &  Quincy  Sts.  8pm.  $14/15.  Benefit  for  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center.  Wheelchair  access;  sign  inter¬ 
preted. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth)  Valentine’s  Dance.  St.  John's  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  $3.  Info:  617/523-7363. 

Cambridge  □  Jennifer  Justice  performs  Lavender 
Hearts,  a  celebration  in  story  and  pictures  of  lesbian 
romance  and  erotica.  First  Church  Congregational,  II 
Garden  St.  7pm  and  9pm,  dance  at  I  Ipm.  $9/10.  Tickets 
available  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  Red  Book  and  Glad 
Day  Bookstore. 

Medford  □  New  England  Gay  &  Lesbian  Veterans 
and  friends  party  at  24  Gibson  St.  8pm.  Info: 
617/723-8127. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva  12th  Anniversary  Celebration 

at  Temple  Israel,  Rabb  Cahners  Social  Hall,  Longwood 
Ave.  at  the  Riverway.  8:30pm.  $17  in  advance.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  617/782-8894.  Wheelchair. 

Cambridge  □  Sex  and  Love  Addicts  Anonymous 

annual  winter  conference.  Youville  Hospital,  School  of 
Nursing,  1575  Cambridge  St.  8:30am-4:30pm.  All 
welcome.  Info:  617/625-7961. 

Cambridge  □  Celebrate  the  Lunar  New  Year  with  the 

Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Buf¬ 
fet  and  dance.  Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  l2:30-5pm.  $5. 
Info:  617/499-9535. 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  annual  Violet 
Valentine  Gala  and  auction.  195  W.  Newton  St.  8pm- 
2am.  $7.  Info:  617-266-4378. 

1 2  Sunday 

Boston  □  Roslindale/Hyde  Park/West  Roxbury 
Lesbian  Neighbors  Group.  5:30pm.  Info: 
617/364-9172. 

Calendar  compiled  by 
Erik  Moore 


Saturday 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group  Sensual 
Massage.  For  gay,  bisexual  men,  through  3/11.  551  Tremont 
St.,  studio  406.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  617/522-9164. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  Ongoing  beginning  classes  for  women  of  all  ages 
and  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  Tue.  and  Thur. 
6-8pm.  Info:  617/547-3889. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Sunday 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  men.  I/8-3/5.  I636A  Beacon  St.  Beginners, 
7:30-8:30;  Advanced,  8:30-9:30.  $55-60.  Info:  617/522-1444. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  617/426-9205. 

Boston  □  Black-identified  Lesbian  Support  Group.  Meets 
bi-monthly  for  brunch.  Confidential  environment.  Call 
617/298-2291. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Straight  Talk  About  Disabilities,  February  pro¬ 
gram  on  Segregation.  M/W  nights  at  7:30pm,  Channel  A-22. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd., 
Porter  Square.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  Info:  617/864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  2/6  Body  Image.  2/13 
Relationships  with  men.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  In¬ 
fo:  Joe  617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Info:  Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7:00pm  Info:  617/49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  2/7  Endings.  2/14  Reality 
vs.  Myth  in  Relationships.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 

sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wednesdays  or  Thursdays.  Info: 
617/492-7273. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it  Sistert”  WMBR.  88.1  EM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/ voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free 

Sharon  Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center.  18  Williston 
Rd.  7pm.  Info:  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T..  Building 
66.  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 


Black  History  Month 
Calendar 
4  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Foundations  of  Our  Histories.  An  ex¬ 
hibit  focusing  on  Cambridge’s  Black  History.  Cambridge 
Multi-Cultural  Arts  Center.  41  Second  St.,  Gallery  hours: 

I  lam-4pm,  M-F.  Info:  577-1400.  Through  2/10. 

Boston  □  Les  Blancs  performed  in  Huntington 
Theater.  Through  2/5. 

Cambridge  □  African  Cinema  and  Cultural  Identi¬ 
ty,  a  series  presented  by  the  Harvard  Film  Archive  in 
cooperation  with  the  Committee  on  African  Studies  at 
Harvard  Univ.  Through  2/12  at  the  Carpenter  Center  for 
the  Visual  Arts,  24  Quincy  St.  $3.  For  full  schedule  call 
617/495-4700. 

7  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Dance  Black  America.  This  documen¬ 
tary  film  chronicles  the  Dance  Black  American  Festival  of 
1983,  and  features  Mamma  Le  Parks  Jazz  Dancers,  Alvin 
Alley  Dance  Theatre,  and  others.  The  Brattle  Theatre,  40 
Brattle  Street,  5:30,  7:45,  9:55pm.  Info;  617/876-6837. 

Boston  □  Opening  Doors  —  Work  Against  Racism 

Performances.  Also  2/9,  2/14,  and  2/16.  New  Ehrlich 
Theatre,  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St. 

1 0am.  $10. 

12  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Angeius  reading  in  celebration  of  Black 
History  Month.  Angeius  (the  pen  name  of  Angela  Bowen) 
will  read  African-American  poets  and  her  own  stories-in- 
progress.  The  event  also  features  songs  by  the  New  Bed¬ 
ford  women's  a  cappella  group  Umoja  and  music  by  local 
singer  and  writer  Rafiki  Franklin.  Episcopal  Divinity 
School,  99  Brattle  St.  4pm.  $4,  sliding  scale.  Children 
welcome.  Not  accessible  to  wheelchairs. 

Boston  □  Black  History  Month  Celebration,  featur¬ 
ing  poetry  and  prose,  music  and  theater.  The  Gallery  in 
the  Piano  Craft  building,  791  Tremont.  St.  3pm. 
Presented  by  Black  Folks  Theater  Co.  and  Middle  Passage 
Educational  and  Cultural  Resources,  Inc.  Free.  Also  2/19 
and  2/26,  $4.  Info:  617/424-8849. 

1 4  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  International  Sweethearts  of 
Rhythm  &  Tiny  &  Ruby:  Hell-Divin’  Women  Two 

documentary  films  by  Greta  Schiller  and  Andrea  Weiss. 
Int’l  Sweethearts  features  the  '40s  multi-racial 
women's  jazz  band  led  by  Black  dyke  Tiny  Davis.  Tiny  & 
Ruby  focuses  on  the  lives  of  Tiny  Davis  and  Ruby  Lucas, 
lovers  for  over  40  years,  and  fantastic  jazz  musicians.  Both 
films  on  one  program.  6:00,  7:15,  8:30,  9:45pm.  The 
Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  Street.  Info:  617/876-6837. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  Langston  Hughes:  Dreamkeeper.  The 

Boston  Arts  Group  presents  a  dramatization  of  Hughes' 
life  and  work.  8pm.  $10  »dv./$l2  at  the  door.  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Brookline.  Info  and  Reservations: 
617/267-2465. 


hindsig 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

When  I  used  to  walk  into  Club  297, 
the  recently  shutdown  Boston 
bathhouse,  it  was  like  transporting 
myself  via  time  machine  to  the  mid-’70s.  It 
was  an  incongruous  experience  for  late- 
1980s’  Puritan  Boston.  (If  “Puritan”  seems 
too  harsh  a  word,  witness  the  dismantling  of 
the  Combat  Zone  and  the  threatened  bull¬ 
dozing  of  the  popular  gay  cruising  area  in 
the  Fenway.) 

It  seemed  oddly  not-of-this-era  to  be 
walking  the  club’s  two  floors  wearing 
nothing  but  a  towel  a  good  half  decade  after 
the  widely  publicized  San  Francisco  and 
New  York  bathhouse/sex  club  closings. 
And,  just  like  the  old  days,  it  was  still  possi- 
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ble  to  see  someone  reclining  on  a  ridiculous¬ 
ly  tiny  bed  in  an  any-larger-is-unnecessary 
teeny  room,  acting  seductive  and  looking 
for  company.  Somehow,  as  the  swing  to  the 
right  was  knocking  down  most  every  other 
commercial  vestige  of  the  sexual  revolution, 
this  solitary  Boston  bathhouse  managed  to 
stay  open  —  a  small  relic  of  The  Decade 
That  Was  —  struggling  against  the  odds. 

Even  the  events  surrounding  the  closing 
feel  as  if  they  have  been  taking  place  in  some 
sort  of  time  warp.  Lots  of  people  —  gay  and 
straight  —  were  surprised  to  find  out  that 
Boston  even  had  a  gay  bathhouse  in  1989  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  club  advertised  in  a 
few  of  the  bar-oriented  periodicals  and  The 
Guide  to  the  Gay  Northeast.  George  Lamb, 
Boston’s  deputy  commissioner  of  health  — 
whom  you  might  expect  to  know  about  such 
things  —  told  the  Boston  Globe  “I  didn’t 
realize  we  had  any  active  gay  bathhouses  ... 
I  had  asked  and  was  told  we  had  none.”  It’s 
a  good  thing  no  one  told  him  there  were  no 
restaurants  in  town. 

But  the  bathhouse  has  been  there  for 
years  —  the  whole  time,  for  example,  that 
Larry  Kessler  has  been  Executive  Director  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee.  So  it 
was  a  bit  startling  to  read  in  the  Globe  report 
that  Kessler  “applauded”  the  closing,  since 
he  had  never  publicly  addressed  the  issue 
previously. 


Bye  bye  bathhouse 

As  the  last  of  Boston ’s  gay  male  sex  establishments  bites 
the  dust,  one  Club  297  semi-regular  criticizes  the  closing 
and  the  attitudes  of  the  “officials” that  helped  it  happen 


Kessler  told  GCN  that  the  Globe  took  his 
comments  out  of  context  and  misquoted 
him.  If  so,  it  wouldn’t  be  the  first  time  the 
Globe  fudged  the  facts.  After  all,  the  Globe 
is  the  paper  that  invented  the  entire  foster 
care  debacle  by  “uncovering”  the  widely- 
known  fact  that  the  Dept,  of  Social  Services 
placed  foster  children  in  the  care  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Globe  also  employs  Mike  Barnicle, 
a  notorious  reactionary  columnist  who  once 
drove  the  city  into  a  frenzy  with  an 
embellished  story  about  an  “AIDS  Prosti¬ 
tute.”  In  reality  the  woman  was  looking  for 
a  desperately-needed  shortcut  off  the 
waiting  lists  for  drug  rehabilitation  and 
thought  saying  she  had  AIDS  would  get  her 
the  help  she  needed.  Although  the  bath¬ 
house  was  closed  for  health  and  safety  code 
violations,  the  highlight  of  the  Globe 
reports  on  the  closure  were  lurid  allegations 
of  “group  sex”  on  the  premises. 

So  everyone  forgot  about  the  people  who 
went  to  the  bathhouse  and  the  effects  its 
closing  would  have  on  their  lives,  and  set 
out  to  shut  down  this  perceived  “public 
health  menace.”  Rumors  flew  of  private 
meetings  between  members  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  and  public  health  of¬ 
ficials  about  what  was  happening  in  the 
baths.  Among  those  at  the  meetings  were 
Ann  Sanders,  mayoral  liasion  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  and  Jeff  Epperly,  the 
editor  of  local  gay  community  newspaper 
Bay  Windows.  Epperly,  whose  paper’s  pro¬ 
motional  ads  proudly  proclaim  that  staff 
reporters  are  not  allowed  to  be  members  of 
politcal  groups  so  as  not  to  “slant”  Bay 
Windows'  coverage,  seems  to  have  crossed 
that  mainstream  journalistic  line  between 
covering  a  controversy  and  contributing  to 
the  creation  of  a  controversy  —  one  that  en¬ 
tails  working  with  the  police  to  close  down  a 
gay  establishment.  The  baths  were  shut 
down  by  whatever  means  were  most  effi¬ 


cient  (in  Boston’s  case,  fire  and  safety 
codes),  and  community  officials  made  their 
statements  to  the  press  —  in  one  case  right 
alongside  Epperly’s  Bay  Windows  editorial 
in  support  of  the  closure. 

And  let’s  not  pretend  it’s  not  the  sex  that 
has  people  freaked  out.  Somewhere  in  the 
chronology  of  the  events  that  lead  to  the 
closing  of  Club  297,  it  occurred  to  some  of¬ 
ficials  —  both  in  and  out  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  —  that  not  only  was  a  bath¬ 
house  still  operating  in  Beantown,  but  that 
men  were  still  interested  in  having  sex  — 
probably,  they  assumed,  unsafely  —  within 
it. 

The  interesting  aspect  of  the  way  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  sex  has  been  handled  throughout  the 
entire  affair  is  that  the  reports  of  “group 
sex”  were  enough  to  raise  the  hackles  of  the 
public  watchdogs  —  but  nowhere  does 
anyone  assert  that  group  sex,  per  se,  does 
not  have  to  be  an  unsafe  sexual  activity. 

For  example,  the  second  time  my  lover 
and  I  went  to  Club  297  together  —  about  a 
year  ago  —  he  and  1  had  an  impromptu 
masturbation  exhibition  in  the  video  room. 
This  was  performed  much  to  the  delight  of  a 
very  well-hung  local  activist  (you  can  learn 
so  much  at  the  baths!)  whom  we  had  seen  at 
various  demonstrations  around  town.  Truly 
a  bonding  group  sex  experience,  this  mini¬ 
orgy  took  place  without  a  drop  of  bodily 
fluid  being  exchanged. 

1  hope  the  same  thing  can  be  said  for  the 
Black  man  I  once  talked  to  in  the  locker  area 
at  297.  He  came  up  to  me  after  looking  at 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  Condom  Vend¬ 
ing  Machine  (which  didn’t  have  an  “Out  of 
Order”  sign  affixed  to  it  this  time)  and  ask¬ 
ed  me  if  I  had  change  for  a  buck  so  he  could 
buy  some  rubbers.  I  had  no  change  (and  for 
some  inexplicable  reason  no  condoms  in  my 
pocket)  so  the  man  just  smiled  and  walked 
away.  Did  he  have  sex  without  the  benefit  of 


latex  because  neither  of  us  had  any 
quarters? 

It  looks  as  if  this  type  of  scenario  won’t  be 
a  dilemma  for  bathgoers  anymore.  Even  if 
the  clubs  owners  bring  the  building  within 
fire  and  health  code  guidelines,  they  won’t 
have  eradicated  the  anti-sex  attitudes  that 
motivated  its  closing.  And  the  baths  will 
stay  closed. 

But  the  clientele  —  more  racially  diverse 
than  that  of  most  gay  bars  in  town  and  pep¬ 
pered  with  a  smattering  of  fabulous  drag 
queens,  out  of  towners  and,  also  unlike  the 
bars,  men  of  all  ages  —  will  no  longer  have 
its  meeting  place.  The  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  will  no  longer  have  all  of  those  sitting 
ducks  to  reach  with  education,  although 
their  presence  was  negligible  all  along  (a  sign 
for  one  of  their  “Hot,  Healthy  and  Horny” 
workshops  to  be  held  at  another  location 
was  all  I  saw  during  one  visit  —  at  the  time 
Bay  Windows'  own  Jeff  Epperly  was  still 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  Gay  Male 
Educator).  Now  everyone  “concerned”  will 
feel  relieved  that  no  one  in  the  city  is  having 
unsafe  sex  because  the  baths  are  gone. 

Right.  This  is  not  an  acceptable  ending  to 
the  story  of  the  baths.  It  is  time  for  com¬ 
munity  activists  —  especially  those  who  are 
prone  to  taking  more  “radical”  stances  — 
to  advocate  for  the  baths’  reopening.  Larry 
Kessler  once  said  that  if  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts  refused  to  endorse  free,  clean 
needle  exchange  to  help  curb  the  spread  of 
AIDS  among  IV  drug  users  then  maybe  we 
would  just  have  to  do  it  ourselves,  “guerilla- 
style,”  because  we  feel  it  is  the  right  thing  to 
do. 

It  is  mandatory  that  Kessler  (as  well  as 
other  key  players  in  town:  Sanders,  David 
Scondras,  Lamb,  among  others)  call  public¬ 
ly  for  the  baths  to  be  reincarnated  as  a  jerk- 
off  (J.O.)  club.  And  if  that  site  proves 
uninhabitable  they  must  encourage  the 
development  of  a  new  one.  New  York  and 
San  Francisco  J.O.  clubs  have  sprung  up 
and  thrived,  even  in  times  as  non-sexual  as 
these.  Instead  of  focusing  on  what  can’t  be 
done  within  their  confines  (“NO  GROUP 
SEX”),  clubs  like  Cellblock  28  and  The 
Locker  Room  in  New  York  celebrate  what 
can  be  done  within  safe  sex  guidelines. 
(“Lips  above  the  Hips”  say  signs  on  the  wall 
there.)  Members  of  the  community  who 
Continued  on  page  12 


Starting  Sunday,  February  5,  at  1pm. 

We  introduce  our  Sunday  Brunch  Buffet, 
which  includes  a  Bloody  Mary  or  Mimosa,  for 
$8.00.  From  1pm  until  Tea  Dance  at  4pm. 


Find  Romance,  Valentine’s 
Day,  February  14.  Win  two 
nights  in  charming  off¬ 
season  Provincetown. 


An  AIDS  Action  Committee  educational  event.  Friday  and  Saturday,  Feb.  10&11. 


/AirtlfoRlftiE  Heart 
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51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line:  330-8669 


Ruddies 


Gay  Community  News  and  B.U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance 

present 

An  Evening  With 

JOAN  NESTLE 

Author  of  “A  Restricted  Country”  and  Co-founder  of  The  Lesbian 

Herstory  Archives 


Friday,  February  10,  8:00pm 

Boston  Univ.  Law  School  Auditorium 
765  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
(Behind  755  Commonwealth  Ave.) 
X  $6-510  sliding  scale  jfljjk 
^  wheelchair  accessible  W 
sign  language  interpreted 
Info:  617/426-4469,  tty  617/426-0332 


